
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. OPENING CEREMONIES – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. ROLL CALL – Members: Supervisor Ken Fletcher, Treasurer Howard Pizzo, Clerk Janice Vedder, 

Trustees Jan Cunningham, Jeff Hicks, Barbara Poma, Cara 
Spagnuolo 

 
IV. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. Creyts Road Sidewalk/Path Project Presentation – Bob Ford, Landscape Architects  
Mr. Ford will provide an informational presentation regarding the proposed Creyts Road sidewalk and 
pathway project. 

 
V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA 
 
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION  
 
 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA (maximum two minutes) 
 
 
IX. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY  
 
 
X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES  
 
 
XI. PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES   
 
 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA – Anyone may request item/s to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion. If left 

on the consent agenda, the items will be voted on by a roll call vote of the Board en masse. Then, the individual 
item/s will be discussed and voted upon. 
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Delta Administration Building 
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2. Minutes 
December 8, 2008 Work Session, December 15, 2008 Regular Meeting, December 29, 2008 Regular 
Meeting, and January 5, 2009 Regular Meeting 

 
3. Bills and Financial Transactions 

$4,887,676.21 
 

4. Waiver of Lien, Deed of Grant, Easement Grant for Crippen Properties 
The Engineering Department recommends the Township Board accept the Waiver of Lien, Deed of 
Grant, and Easement Grant for the water facilities installed to serve the Crippen Properties and further 
that the Municipal Utility Agreement Supplement be approved. 

 
5. Waiver of Lien, Deed of Grant, Easement Grant for Our Savior Lutheran Church 

The Engineering Department recommends the Township Board accept the Waiver of Lien, Deed of 
Grant, and Easement Grant for the sanitary sewer and water facilities installed to serve Our Savior 
Lutheran Church and School. 

 
XIII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 
XIV. ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA UNDER SECTION V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA 
 

6. 
7. 

 
XV. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

8. Consolidation of Elections – 2-year School Contracts 
The Clerk’s Office recommends the Township Board authorize the Township Clerk to sign the Election 
Coordinating Committee Amended Report and Agreements for coordination of school elections which 
will include Waverly Community Schools, Eaton Intermediate School District, Holt Public Schools, 
Lansing Public Schools, Lansing Community College, and Grand Ledge Public Schools. 

 
9. Sponsorship and Referral of Zoning Ordinance Amendments Pertaining to ZBA Public Notice 

Requirements Variance Time Limits 
The Planning Department recommends the Township Board sponsor the proposed amendments to the 
Delta Township Zoning Ordinance to make public notice requirements consistent with the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 PA 110, and to extend the validity of variances from one (1) year to two (2) 
years, respectively. 

 
 10. Appointment Process for the Delta Township District Library 

The Administrative/Personnel Committee recommends the Township Board adopt the proposed 
Appointment Process for the Delta Township District Library as required in the Appointment Policy 
(Item 8 of the Delta Township Appointment Policy). 

 
 11. Delta Township Board of Review Appointment and Reappointments 

The Assessing Department recommends the Township Board reappoint Jon Wise and Charles F. 
“Frank” Walker to the Board of Review for terms expiring December 31, 2010, and appoint Lisa 
McCormick to the Board of Review for a term expiring December 31, 2010. 

 
 12. Compiled Policy Manual Policy 

The Administrative/Personnel Committee recommends the Township Board adopt the revised Compiled 
Policy Manual Policy for Delta Township. 
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 13. Policy On Committees 

The Administrative/Personnel Committee recommends the Township Board adopt the revised Policy On 
Committees for Delta Township. 
 

 14. Orderly Succession of Authority Policy 
The Administrative/Personnel Committee recommends the Township Board adopt the revised Orderly 
Succession of Authority Policy for Delta Township. 

 
 15. Rules of Procedure 

The Administrative/Personnel Committee recommends the Township Board adopt the revised Rules of 
Procedure Policy for Delta Township. 

 
XVI. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
XVII. OFFICERS, DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

16. Property Tax and Assessment Presentation – Brian Thelen, Assessing Director 
Mr. Thelen will provide an informational presentation regarding property assessment procedures. 

 
 17. Manager’s Report 
 
 18. Parks, Recreation, & Cemeteries Commission Minutes – November & December, 2008 

 
XVIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA (maximum five minutes) 
 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA  
 
 
 
JANICE VEDDER, TOWNSHIP CLERK 
Phone (517) 323-8500 
 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services who are planning to attend Township meetings or hearings should contact the Clerk’s 
Office by writing or calling in advance (323-8500) to inform them of the date of the meeting/hearing that will be attended.  Copies of minutes may be 
purchased or viewed in the Clerk's Office from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

 
 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Public Meeting Room A 

Delta Township Administration Building 
7710 West Saginaw Highway 

Lansing MI  48917 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD WORK SESSION MINUTES FOR 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2008 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Clerk Janice Vedder called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present:   Treasurer Howard Pizzo, Clerk Janice Vedder, and Trustees 
Jeff Hicks, Barb Poma and Cara Spagnuolo 
 

Members Absent: Supervisor Ken Fletcher and Trustee Jan Cunningham 
 
Others Present: Manager Richard Watkins, Planning Director Mark Graham, 

Engineering Director Denny Williams, Engineering Technician 
Dick Cross, Executive Secretary Kathy Ernst and Department 
Secretary Heather Bouck Pettinger 

 
TREASURER PIZZO MOVED TO EXCUSE SUPERVISOR FLETCHER AND 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM FROM THE DECEMBER 8, 2008 MEETING. 
 
TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 5 TO 0. 

 
III. SET/ADJUST AGENDA –  
 
IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1. Property Casualty Insurance Proposals, 2009-2010 
 

Scott Ecker from Atlas Risk Decisions spoke to the board in relation to the 2009-
2010 insurance proposals.  Bids were sought from various agencies, insurance 
carriers and intergovernmental self-insurance pools.  The current policy renews 
January 1, 2009.  Current premiums are $342,000.  Offers are available for under 
$200,000 for broader or comparable coverage.  Areas of discussion included: 

• Coverage areas included in this policy are for property, auto and 
liability.  No workers compensation. 
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• The comparison of “Occurrence” versus “Claims Made” coverage – 
Mr. Eckert recommends occurrence based coverage (retro active 
coverage for 10 years). 

• Agents who did submit quotes are fine tuning them at this time. 
• The claims made coverage recommendation is for a policy with 

Travelers. 
• The occurrence made coverage recommendation is for a policy with 

Trident or US Specialty. 
• The Risk Manager referred to in the paperwork is Mr. Ecker. 
• Both occurrence made companies, recommended by Mr. Ecker, do 

provide the special coverage required when transitioning from claims 
made to occurrence coverage. 

• The Michigan Township Participating Plan was formed in 
approximately 1984 to self insure risks as a group of townships.  
There was a rough start but is now a well-run operation.   

• The Eaton County Sheriff Deputies are covered under a policy by 
Eaton County, not under the policy Delta Township would be 
obtaining. 

• The deductible is currently $5,000.  Mr. Ecker is recommending 
$25,000 for the 2009-2010 plan.   

• Insurance is designed to provide $0.70 for every dollar invested. 
• All the companies under consideration have A or A+ ratings. 
• Mr. Ecker recommends dropping collision coverage on the older fleet 

vehicles for additional savings. 
 

The consensus was for the matter to return to the board at the next meeting 
(Monday, December 15, 2008) for further action. 
 
John Hanieski, Delta Township Economic Development Corporation Chair, 8583 
West Eaton Highway, introduced himself to the board and expressed his desire to 
work together to enhance Delta’s economic development. 
 
2. West Saginaw Study 
 
Mark Graham presented a study recently completed regarding the one mile stretch 
of West Saginaw between Waverly and Elmwood comprised of 60 properties.   
 
The Delta Township Comprehensive Plan depicts the land within the study area be 
used as commercial (with the exception of the O’Rafferty Building which is office); 
recommends infill and redevelopment to the area; and suggests aesthetic 
improvements.   
 
The study encompassed the structural make-up of the area, the zoning, the 
infrastructure, the history including past problems such as blight, building 
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deterioration, signage, traffic problems, the mix of residential and commercial, and 
the related evolution of retailing (out-county competition, big box stores and E-
commerce).  
 
The study provided the following considered remedies: 

• Limit impervious surfaces 
• Business/property owner survey 
• Burying the electrical lines down Saginaw Highway 
• Conditional rezoning 
• Corridor Improvement Authority Act 
• Form based zoning 
• Downtown Development Study 
• Mixed use zoning 
• Improve line-haul transit service 
• Increase depth of commercial zoning 
• Sidewalk feeds to sidewalks along Saginaw Highway 
 

Wayne State University recently completed a study of the 25 worst intersections for 
crash sites within the tri-county area.  Delta Township has six sites on the list.  
Waverly and Saginaw has the highest crash rate in Delta Township. 
 
3. Special Land Use Permits (SLUP) – Definition, Examples and Requirements 
 
Mark Graham provided background on special land use permits.  Mr. Graham 
explained the difference from “use by right” and “use permitted by special land use 
permit”.  Mr. Graham continued with the definition of a special land use permit, 
examples, the statutory requirements, and general comments as to how special 
land use permits are governed by the Delta Township Zoning Ordinance.  Specific 
standards versus discretionary standards were reviewed.   
 
Mr. Graham is the responsible zoning administrator to enforce the rules. 
 
Trustee Pizzo inquired about limitations on driveway/parking.  There is a limit to 
35% of a pervious surface in the front yard at a minimum set back of 30’.  There is 
no limitation in the back yard. 
 
4. Sidewalks – History, Policy, and Practice 
 
Denny Williams and Dick Cross presented the sidewalk information to the board.  
Mr. Williams reported that the staff is always looking and attempting to acquire 
grants for sidewalks.  A DNR grant has recently been awarded to the Parks & 
Recreation Department for the pathway from Elmwood to Creyts Road.   
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Delta policy on repairs – Delta has been doing repairs since shortly after passing 
the sidewalk ordinance.  There are 80 miles of sidewalk in Delta Township.  It is no 
longer practical to walk all the sidewalks.  When informed of a defect, the problem 
is investigated and there is 60 days to correct the insufficiency.   
 
Delta has been involved with Waverly Community Schools and assisted the school 
in obtaining a “safe routes to school” grant.  There is a second grant being sought 
by Grand Ledge Public Schools for the Delta Center Elementary School.  Delta 
Engineering has provided engineering services and assistance obtaining 
easements for the projects. The Eaton County Road Commission (ECRC) has 
elected to delete the Chanticleer sidewalk from the Waverly Community School 
project.  The ECRC is the administrator of the grant the school received. 
 
Easements are required when the road actually consumes the whole road right of 
way.  An example is on St. Joe referred to as the Jasmine Miles mile.    
 
Delta cannot be the recipient of any road grant funds.  Delta will have to work in 
conjunction with the Michigan Department of Transportation or the Eaton County 
Road Commission to receive any grant funds for sidewalks.   
 
The Delta Township Transportation Committee is recommending action for a 5’ 
sidewalk on the East side of Creyts Road and for a 10’ pathway on the West side.  
This is the opposite of what was originally proposed.  The reason for the change 
being the East side conditions are more severe and the right-of-ways much more 
restrictive. Board action is now necessary to move forward on this project.  
 
There are various avenues for grants, one of them being Congestion Management 
Air Quality (CMAQ pronounced C-Mac) funds which is a fairly new program.  Air 
quality is a factor.  There is a regulation that a minimum1% be spent on non-
motorized transportation.  Both the state and federal government are being more 
aware of non-motorized transportation funding.  There is another called 
“enhancement funds”.   Safety funds are another opportunity.   
 
The West side Creyts change to the pathway has not been officially addressed with 
those residents.  A few property owners have contacted the township regarding the 
change.  There should not be a problem amending the original grant application in 
regards to the size of the pathway.   
 
There is no ordinance that currently speaks to pathways.  The pathway on Creyts 
road will be treated as a trail and the township will remove the snow.   The township 
has equipment to do that.   
 
Sidewalk and pathway presentation to the public and property owners is critical.  
The value portrayed for doing the project has to be clear, not just the fact that the 
project can be funded by grant funds.  Some projects are to connect one area to 
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another by sidewalk, others can be justified by connecting the two parks, for 
example, Delta Mills and Sharp Park, yet other projects are aimed to complete 
East/West or North/South corridors through the township.    Additional value is to 
connect communities together, not just two locations within the townships. 
 
Consensus is to begin communication with the property owners on the Creyts Road 
project.   
 
There are issues with the five-year plan.  There has not been a positive notification 
procedure established for notifying the property owners of future projects.  There 
are complaints from owners that notification is to late.  If notified too early, owners 
seem to forget about the potential of a future project or properties change hands.  
Some feel that their input should be heard before the project is established and 
scheduled for construction.  A consensus needs to be established for the 
notification process.  Agreement is made to refer the matter to the Transportation 
Committee for further evaluation. 
 
5. Intersection Improvements 
 
Round-a-bouts are either good or bad – depending on the individual.  Studies are 
being conducted on St.  Joe Highway as was done with Willow Highway.  Funding 
has already been received to place a traffic light with turn lanes at the intersection 
of Market Place and St. Joe.  This project is expected to start in the spring of 2009.  
The intersections in the study are St. Joe/Broadbent and St. Joe/Nixon Road.   
 
Further, the Michigan Avenue extension has raised Canal at Michigan Avenue as a 
study subject.  Some traffic control will have to be used at Canal/Michigan.  The 
Michigan Avenue extension is slated to commence in 2010.  Bike lanes will be 
placed in the roadway with sidewalks on both sides of the street.  Due to the 
location of the elementary school sidewalks on both sides will be critical.   
 
Consensus is to take round-a-bouts to the Transportation Committee for further 
research in relation to the St. Joe study and their presence within Delta. 
 
6. Committee Assignments 
 
There is an issue with the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting tomorrow evening.  
Due to the changes in member status (Trustee Hicks and former Trustee John 
Boles) as a result of the election and others who are out of the area and unable to 
attend.  The issue before the Zoning Board of Appeals has already been tabled 
once.  A board appointed trustee serves on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Should a 
quorum not be reached, consensus is to adjourn the meeting until proper action can 
be taken regarding the appointments. 
 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2008/TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES – REGULAR 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Page 6 of 6 
 

A discussion is undertaken regarding committee seats and the desire of each 
member and the committee they would like to serve on.  The matter will return 
before the board at a later date for further discussion and action. 
 
Trustee Hicks expressed his interest and the value he sees in holding work 
sessions, referencing this meeting for an example.  Trustee Poma referenced her 
desire to hold work sessions.  Treasurer Pizzo clarified that the intent of the work 
session was not to discuss items on the agenda for the meeting immediately 
following that work session.   
 
Clerk Vedder would prefer to have longer meetings in order to have fewer 
meetings.  Treasurer Pizzo sees a value in not meeting four times per month.  
Treasurer Pizzo feels that a greater use of the committees should limit the number 
the meetings the board should have to hold.   
 
Trustee Poma inquired about the IMAC grant.  She would like to read the grant 
before it is submitted.  Mr. Graham relayed that the grant would put the office in the 
library.  The grant purpose is to improve a synergistic relationship with the township 
and the library, assisting and promoting entrepreneurship.   
 
Trustee Poma would like to see an increased presence for economic development. 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 TRUSTEE HICKS MOVED THE MEETING ADJOURN AT 8:52 P.M. 
 
 TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 5 TO 0. 
 
      CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
 
 
      JANICE VEDDER, TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 
 
      KENNETH FLETCHER, TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 
/hlp 
M:\Board Meetings\BD\MIN\2008\December 8, 2008 Work Session Minutes 
Minutes Approved: 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Public Meeting Room A 

Delta Township Administration Building 
7710 West Saginaw Highway 

Lansing MI  48917 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FOR 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Supervisor Ken Fletcher called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
II. OPENING CEREMONIES – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM MOVED THAT TREASURER PIZZO BE NAMED ACTING 
CLERK FOR THE MEETING. 
 
TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
III. ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present:   Supervisor Kenneth Fletcher, Treasurer Howard Pizzo, and 
 Trustees Jan Cunningham, Jeff Hicks, Barb Poma and  
Cara Spagnuolo 
 

Members Absent: Clerk Janice Vedder 
 
Others Present: Manager Richard Watkins, Planning Director Mark Graham, 

Executive Secretary Kathy Ernst and Department Secretary 
Heather Bouck Pettinger 

 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM MOVED THAT CLERK VEDDER BE EXCUSED FROM THE 
MEETING. 
 
TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
IV. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS – None. 
 
V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA – No amendments requested. 
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION – None. 
 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA (maximum of two minutes) – None. 
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IX. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None. 
 
X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES –  
 

1. Zoning Ordinance Amendments Pertaining to Wind Energy Conversion 
Systems 

 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM  MOVED THE DELTA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES INTRODUCE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SECTIONS 2.2.0, 
3.24.0, 5.3.0(J), 6.3.0(S), 7.3.0(R), 8.3.0(L), 9.3.0(M), 10.3.0(N), 11.3.0(N), 
12.3.0(N), 13.3.0(L), 14.3.0(R), 15.3.0(S), 16.3.0(Q), 17.3.0(BB), 18.6.0(J) AND 
3.8.0(2) OF THE DELTA TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO 
WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS, CASE NO. 9-08-5, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:   
 

1. Add Definitions (Section 2.2.0):  
 

Wind Energy Conversion System: “Wind Energy Conversion System” (WECS) is any 
system or assembly that contains any or all of the following characteristics: 

1. A windmill, turbine or any similar machine designed to be operated by the 
wind; 

2. A surface area, either variable or fixed, for utilizing the wind for electrical or 
mechanical power; 

3. A shaft, gearing, belt, or coupling utilized to convey the rotation of the 
surface areas turned by the wind into a form suitable for driving a generator, 
alternator, or other mechanical or electricity producing device; 

4. A generator, alternator, or other device utilized to convert the mechanical 
energy generated by the wind into electrical energy; 

5. A tower, pylon, or other structure upon which any, all, or some combination 
of the above are mounted, and; 

6. Any wind monitoring station shall be exempt from the requirements of this 
ordinance.  

 
Wind Energy Conversion System, Small: A wind energy conversion system 
consisting of wind turbines, towers, and associated control or conversion electronics, 
which has a rated capacity of not more than 10 Kilowatts (kW) and which is intended 
to reduce or replace the on-site consumption of utility power.  

 
Wind Energy Conversion System, Large: A wind energy conversion system 
consisting of a wind turbine(s), tower, and associated control or conversion 
electronics, which if located in the RA, RB, RC, RD or RE zoning district exceeds 50 
feet (as defined herein), or if located in the NR, A1, A2, O, B1 or B2 zoning district 
exceeds 70 feet (as defined herein), or if located in either the I1 or I2 zoning district 
has a rated capacity of more than 10 Kilowatts (kW).  
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2. Add Section 3.24.0    SMALL WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS (WECS)  

 
A. Intent: 

 
It is the intent of this section to regulate the safe, effective, and efficient use of 
small wind energy conversion systems (WECS) installed to reduce or replace the 
on-site consumption of electricity supplied by utility companies. 

 
B. Permitted Locations: 

 
Small WECS shall be permitted as an accessory structure in every zoning district 
provided that they comply with the standards and requirements of this section.  In 
the RA, RB, RC, RD & RE zoning districts, a principal structure must first be 
established on the parcel before a small WECS may be constructed/installed. 
Where two or more abutting lots are held under single ownership, the owner may 
construct a small WECS on the abutting but separate lot from that on which the 
principal building is located. 

 
C. Additional Turbines:  

 
Small WECS may include more than one turbine and/or tower on any non-
residentially zoned property provided that all other requirements of this ordinance 
are met, and provided that the total of all turbines on any one parcel or site does 
not exceed 10 kilowatts (kW) rating.  On parcels zoned RA, RB, RC, RD or RE 
only one turbine and/or tower may be permitted. 

 
D. Height/ Towers:  

 
(1) For any parcel located in the RA, RB, RC, RD or RE zoning district, the 

maximum height for a small WECS shall not exceed 50 feet.  
 

(2) For any parcel located in the NR, A1, A2, O, B1 or B2 zoning district, the 
maximum height for a small WECS shall not exceed 70 feet. 

 
(3) For any parcel located in the I1 or I2 zoning district there shall be no height 

limit for a WECS. 
 
(4) The height shall be measured from the ground level to the rotor (the center 

point of the blades), or the top of the tower, whichever is higher.  Ground level 
shall be the average grade measured within 25 feet of the base of the tower 
or supporting structure.  

 
(5) The minimum required ground clearance between the lowest point of the 

blades and the average grade shall be a minimum of 20 feet.  
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(6) Towers and supporting structures shall either maintain a galvanized steel 

finish, or, subject to any applicable standards of the FAA, be painted and 
maintain a neutral color intended to reduce visual obtrusiveness to the 
greatest extent feasible.  

 
E. Setbacks:  

 
(1) The base of the tower shall be setback from all property lines at least the 

combined height of the entire structure (tower + blades). 
 

(2) No component of the small WECS, including tower, guy wires and/or anchors 
etc., may be located in the required front setback area for the zoning district in 
which the WECS is located. 

  
(3) No component of the small WECS, including guy wires and anchors, may 

extend over or beyond the property lines on which the WECS is located.         
      

F. Noise: 
 

A small WECS shall comply with the requirements of the Delta Township Noise 
Control Ordinance.  The small WECS shall be exempt from this requirement 
during rare short term events such as utility outages and/or severe wind storms 
or other unique weather events.  

 
G. Certification Required: 

 
In order to be constructed, erected or installed in Delta Township, small WECS 
must be approved by a certification program recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Energy or the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA). 

 
H. Compliance with Uniform Building Code & National Electric Code:  

 
Building & electrical permits are required for small WECS. 
 

I. FAA Compliance:  
 
Small WECS shall comply with all applicable Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) regulations, including any necessary approvals for installations close to 
airports.  

 
J. Lighting: 
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The towers and other structures associated with a small WECS shall not be 
artificially lighted by any means or in any fashion unless required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA).   
 

K. Utility Interconnection: 
 

No small WECS shall be installed until evidence is provided that the utility 
company has approved the customer’s intent to install an interconnected 
customer-owned generator. Off-grid systems shall be exempt from this 
requirement. 

 
L. Abandonment:  

 
Any small WECS that remains non-functional or inoperative for a period of at 
least 365 continuous days shall be deemed abandoned, and the Zoning 
Administrator may order the removal of the turbine, tower and any associated 
equipment. 

 
3. Add Section 5.3.0(J) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” NR District.  
4. Add Section 6.3.0(S) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” A1 District. 
5. Add Section 7.3.0(R) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” A2 District. 
6. Add Section 8.3.0(L) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RA District. 
7. Add Section 9.3.0(M) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RB District. 
8. Add Section 10.3.0(N) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RC District. 
9. Add Section 11.3.0(N) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RD District. 
10. Add Section 12.3.0(N) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RE District. 
11. Add Section 13.3.0(L) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” O District.  
12. Add Section 14.3.0(R) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” B1 District. 
13. Add Section 15.3.0(S) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” B2 District. 
14. Add Section 16.3.0(Q) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” I1 District.  
15. Add Section 17.3.0(BB) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” I2 District. 
16. Add Section 18.6.0 (J) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems.” 

 
(1) Application Requirements:  

 
(a) All SLU applications for large WECS shall include a site plan as required 

by Section 18.2.0 and prepared in accordance with Chapter 19 shall be 
provided as part of the Special Land Use Permit application, and include 
the following additional information: 
(1) Topographic contours at two foot intervals; 
(2) Location, elevation and height of any proposed tower; 
(3) Location and dimensions (including height) of all existing structures 

located on the proposed WECS site; 
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(4) Location and design of all access roads intended to be constructed for 
access to the WECS site.  Access roads for WECS shall be exempt 
from the requirements of the Township’s Private Road Ordinance;     

(5) Current land use and zoning classification for all adjacent parcels; 
(6) Location and dimensions (including height) of all existing structures 

located within 500 feet of any proposed tower location; 
(7) Location and height of any tree, pole, antennae or other similar 

structure over thirty-five (35) feet in height within 500 feet of any 
proposed tower location. 

 
(b) The applicant shall submit an Impact Analysis as part of the Special Land 

Use Permit application, prepared by a registered structural engineer, 
evaluating the likely impacts of the proposed facility regarding:  
(1) Anticipated noise and vibration levels at all property lines; 
(2) Potential impacts on wildlife, including native and migrating birds; 
(3) “Shadow flicker” and glare impacts on all adjacent properties; 
(4) Radio and/or television interference; 
(5) Aesthetic impacts of the WECS, especially on adjacent properties.  

 
(c) Detailed drawings of the structural components of the large WECS, 

including structures, tower, base, and footings. A registered structural 
engineer shall certify the drawings and any necessary calculations that the 
system complies with all applicable local and state building and electrical 
codes. 

 
(2)     Principal/Accessory Use: 

 
(a) Large WECS may be considered as either a principal or accessory use. 

An existing use on the same parcel(s) shall not preclude the installation of 
a large WECS. 
 

(3) Site and Development Requirements: 
 

(a) Large WECS shall maintain a minimum setback of a least two (2) times 
the tower and blade height from any public road right-of-way line or 
property line.  
 

(b) Large WECS shall maintain a minimum distance of at least the combined 
tower and blade height from any habitable structure.  
 

(c) Large WECS shall be constructed such that the minimum height of the 
lowest position of the blade is at least thirty (30) feet above the ground.  

 
(d) Large WECS shall be exempt from the height restrictions in the zoning 

district in which it is located. 
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(e) Large WECS and supporting structures shall either maintain a galvanized 

steel finish, or subject to any applicable standards of the FAA, be painted 
and maintain a neutral color intended to reduce visual obtrusiveness to the 
greatest extent feasible.  
 

(f) Large WECS shall meet the standards of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the Federal Communications Commission and any other 
agency of the State of Michigan or Federal Government with authority to 
regulate towers and tall structures. The applicant shall submit statements, 
permits and/or licenses from the applicable agencies attesting to 
compliance with the applicable standards prior to the issuance of a 
Certificate of Zoning Compliance by the Zoning Administrator. 
 

(g) The towers and other structures associated with a Large WECS shall not 
be artificially lighted by any means or in any fashion unless required by the 
Federal Aviation Administration.   
 

(h) No advertising or identification may be displayed on any tower, structure, 
or other component of a large WECS except for safety/emergency 
purposes as required by this ordinance.   

 
(4) Safety Measures: 

 
(a) The large WECS shall be designed and certified by a registered engineer 

to withstand wind loading and other conditions experienced in severe 
weather, as required by the Uniform Building Code.  

 
(b) A registered engineer shall certify that the large WECS is equipped with 

both manual and automatic controls to limit the rotational speed of the 
rotor blade so it does not exceed the design limits of the rotor. 

 
(c) All components of a large WECS shall be properly grounded to safely 

sustain natural lightning strikes in conformance with the Uniform Building 
Code and National Electrical Code. 

 
 (d) A registered engineer shall certify that the large WECS is designed and 

constructed to not cause radio and/or television interference.  
 
(e) All large WECS facilities shall be equipped with anti-climbing devices and 

features. No tower climbing apparatus shall be permitted to be located 
within twelve (12) feet of the ground. 

 
(f) The base of all large WECS facilities, including towers, wire cable 

supports, and accessory buildings shall be enclosed by a locked 
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protective chain link fence a minimum six (6) feet in height. The Planning 
Commission may specify additional fencing requirements relative to the 
height and type of fencing as deemed necessary. 

 
(g)  All large WECS structures shall be posted with at least one (1) 

safety/warning sign. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the location 
and placement of the signs.  Each sign shall not exceed two (2) square 
feet in size, and shall contain the following information:  
1. “Warning: high voltage.”  
2. Manufacturer’s name.  
3. Operator’s name.  
4. Emergency phone number.  

 5.  Emergency shutdown procedures.  
             

(5) Abandonment: 
 

(1) Any time a WECS remains non-functional or inoperative for a period of at 
least 365 continuous days, the owner shall notify the zoning administrator 
and supply him/her with a written plan for the future usage and future 
maintenance of the WECS. 

 
(2) Upon failure of the owner to supply the Zoning Administrator with an 

acceptable plan for the future maintenance and/or future use of the WECS, 
the Zoning Administrator shall determine the WECS to be a public nuisance 
and require the demolition/removal of the WECS along with restoration of the 
grounds to the condition which existed prior to the construction of the WECS. 

 
(3) If deemed a public nuisance and a safety hazard, the WECS shall be subject 

to the Dangerous Buildings Ordinance. Demolition, removal and restoration 
of the property to the condition that existed prior to the construction of the 
WECS may then proceed in compliance with the Dangerous Building 
Ordinance. 

 
(4) If, after notification of the Township’s intent to demolish or remove and 

restore the WECS pursuant to the Dangerous Buildings Ordinance, the 
WECS has not been removed within 60 days of the applicable deadline, and 
after at least 30 days written notice, the Township may remove or secure the 
removal of the WECS with the actual costs and reasonable administration 
charges to be billed directly to the property owner and/or user of the WECS.  
The property owner or WECS user shall be responsible for demolition, 
removal, and restoring the condition of the property to that which existed 
prior to the construction of the large WECS, as well as any costs and 
attorney fees incurred by the Township in securing the removal.  
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(5) Notwithstanding the requirement of an acceptable written plan for future use 
and maintenance, if at any time the Zoning Administrator determines that the 
WECS or its facilities or grounds have become a public nuisance or a safety 
hazard, the WECS and/or its grounds shall be subject to the Township’s 
Dangerous Building Ordinance. 
 

17. Add Section 18.7.0 (S) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” A1 District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

18. Add Section 18.8.0 (R) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” A2 District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

19. Add Section 18.9.0 (L) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RA District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

20. Add Section 18.10.0 (M) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RB 
District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

21. Add Section 18.11.0 (N) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RC District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

22. Add Section 18.12.0 (N) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RD District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

23. Add Section 18.13.0 (N) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” RE District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

24. Add Section 18.14.0 (L) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” O District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

25. Add Section 18.15.0 (R) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” B1 District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

26. Add Section 18.16.0 (S) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” B2 District. 
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Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

27. Add Section 18.17.0 (Q) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” I1 District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

28. Add Section 18.18.0 (BB) “Large Wind Energy Conversion Systems” I2 
District. 
 
Same requirements as Section 18.6.0(J). 
 

29. Amend Section 3.8.0(2) “Permitted Height Exceptions.” 
 
The following types of structural appurtenances shall be permitted to exceed the 
maximum building height limitations of this Ordinance: 

 
(2) Appurtenances necessary to mechanical or structural functions, such as 
chimneys and smoke stacks, water tanks, elevator and stairwell penthouses, solar 
collectors, personal wind generators, windmills, ventilators, bulkheads, personal 
radio towers including masts and aerials, personal television antennas, fire and 
hose towers, water transmission structures, cooling towers, barns as an accessory 
use to an agricultural enterprise, grain elevators and silos.  Satellite dish antennas 
shall conform to the provisions of Section 3.12.0.  (Amended 4/3/00) 
 
FURTHER, THESE ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED FOR FINAL ACTION BY THE BOARD AT THE JANUARY 5, 2009 
REGULAR MEETING, AND THE CLERK IS HEREBY DIRECTED TO PUBLISH 
NOTICE OF SAID MEETING IN THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS. 
 
TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
XI. PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES –  
 

2. Zoning Ordinance Amendments Required by Michigan Planning 
Enabling Act 

 
Trustee Cunningham confirmed the amendments were to put the zoning ordinance 
in compliance with new laws.  Mr. Graham confirmed her inquiry. 
 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF DELTA ADOPT PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SECTIONS 
2.2.0 AND 26.1.0 OF THE DELTA TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO MAKE 
REFERENCE TO THE NEW MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT, 2008 PA 33 
(MCL 125.3801 et. seq.); CASE NO. 10-08-8, DESCRIBED AS: 
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2.2.0  Definition of Comprehensive Plan 
A document containing the future development policies and map for Delta 
Charter Township, together with supporting documentation, as most 
recently adopted or amended by the Delta Township Planning 
Commission pursuant to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, 2008 PA 33 
(MCL 125.3801 et. seq.), as amended. 

 
26.1.0 Authority 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall be administered by the Delta 
Charter Township Planning Commission and the Delta Township Board in 
accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, 2008 PA 33 (MCL 
125.3801 et. seq.), as amended; The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 
PA 110 (MCL 125.3101 et. seq.), as amended; and the Charter Township 
Act, 1947 PA 359 (MCL 42.1 et. seq.), as amended. 
 

TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
 

ROLL CALL: 
 
AYES: TRUSTEE SPAGNUOLO, TRUSTEE POMA, TRUSTEE 

CUNNINGHAM, SUPERVISOR FLECTHER, TRUSTEE 
HICKS AND TREASURER PIZZO. 

 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: CLERK JANICE VEDDER 
 
MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
3. Amendment to the Code of Ordinances Pertaining to Fill Operations 
 
Trustee Hicks questioned Mr. Graham regarding a potential conflict with a granted 
permit from the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  Mr. Graham provided 
a brief history.  The ordinance came about to address continuous complaints 
received from fill projects around the township and the related dust and dirt in the 
roadways.  There should not be any conflict with the Soil Erosion Act nor with any 
requirements from the county drain commissioner.   
 
Trustee Hicks confirmed that the DEQ permit would not exclude compliance with 
this proposed ordinance.  Without this ordinance, there is nothing for the Planning 
Department to utilize for any type of enforcement.   
 
Mr. Graham requested the matter be tabled.  This would provide an opportunity for 
Mr. Graham to meet with Mr. Hatfield, consulting his concerns.  Additionally, Mr. 
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Graham would be able to meet with the new drain commissioner to receive his 
input.   
 
TRUSTEE HICKS MOVED THE MATTER RETURN BEFORE THE BOARD ON 
THE FEBRUARY 16, 2009 MEETING AGENDA, PROVIDING TIME FOR 
PLANNING DIRECTOR MARK GRAHAM TO ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE 
RECEIVED FROM MR. HATFIELD AND MEET WITH THE INCOMING DRAIN 
COMMISSIONER, MICHAEL ATAYAN. 
 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 

XII. CONSENT AGENDA – All items were removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
XIII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION –  
 
 4. Minutes 
 

TREASURER HOWARD PIZZO MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE 
THE NOVEMBER 17, 2008 MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED. 

 
 TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 

Supervisor Fletcher indicated the minutes did not include a copy of the ethics 
statement and feels this should be included.  Department Secretary Heather Bouck 
Pettinger indicated the original will be placed in the official minute book with the 
minutes.  Treasurer Pizzo asked the ethics statement be available to the public on 
the website.  Mrs. Pettinger indicated that the statement reflecting the original 
signatures could be scanned and placed on the website.  An electronic copy has 
not been provided to the Clerk’s Office to date.  Treasurer Pizzo would like the 
public to know he signed it.  A scanned copy will be added to the website. 
 
In relation to the December 1, 2008 minutes, Trustee Hicks requested a change to 
include “ceremonial” swearing in and “official” swearing in where applicable.  In 
addition, the typographical error in public hearings be corrected. 
 
TRUSTEE HICKS MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE THE DECEMBER 
1, 2008 MEETING MINUTES AS AMENDED. 
 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM SUPPORTED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
5. Bills and Financial Transactions 
 
Trustee Hicks would prefer clarification on all descriptions for expenditures.  
Treasurer Pizzo has reviewed the transactions.  Detail in the descriptions is being 
addressed by the Accounting Department.  In those expenditures that seemed out of 
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the norm, satisfactory explanations were provided by Jeff Anderson, Finance 
Director.  This would include, for example, payment to the City of Lansing for the 425 
Agreement, payment to Dolly’s Pizza to feed inmates working on the DeLeafing 
Program.   
 
The credit card purchases are collectively reported to the board for all the 
departments.  Each department has one credit card.  The card is available for small 
purchases and travel.  Trustee Hicks would prefer the balance be broken down by 
department.  Trustee Poma feels the information to be beneficial.   

 
Supervisor Fletcher confirmed that the bills are reviewed by the department directors, 
Jeff Anderson, Richard Watkins, Janice Vedder and Treasurer Pizzo.  The consensus 
is the bills are well reviewed.  There are not vender complaints for delay in payment 
as a result of the current process.  
 
TREASURER PIZZO MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE BILLS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $4,188,734.08. 
 
TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
XIV. ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA UNDER SECTION V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA – None. 
 
XV. OTHER BUSINESS –  
 
 8. SLUP for a Home Occupation Permit 
 

TRUSTEE POMA MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF DELTA POSTPONE THE SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 
REQUEST BY BONA WIRTH, BEING CASE NO. 9-08-07, UNTIL THE BOARD’S 
JANUARY 5, 2009 MEETING AS REQUESTED BY HER LEGAL COUNSEL ON 
DECEMBER 9, 2008. 
 
TRUSTEE SPAGNUOLO SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
Clerk Vedder arrived at 6:30 p.m. 
 
9. Schedule of 2009 Meetings 
 
Supervisor Fletcher would like to change the meeting date for January 20, 2009.  
The 19th is Martin Luther King Day, a holiday in which the township offices care 
closed.  The meeting therefore defaults to Tuesday, January 20th which is 
inauguration day for President Elect Obama.  There are local celebrations some 
board members would like attend.  Supervisor Fletcher suggested a meeting date 
of Wednesday, January 21, 2009 as an alternate date. 
 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008/TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES – REGULAR 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Page 14 of 22 
 

TREASURER PIZZO MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD CHANGE THE 
PROPOSED JANUARY 20, 2009 MEETING DATE TO WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 
21, 2009. 
 
CLERK VEDDER SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 7 TO 0. 
 
TRUSTEE POMA MOVED TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING 2009 CALENDAR OF 
MEETINGS: 
 
The Township Board's regular meetings will be held at 7 p.m. in Public Meeting 
Room A as follows: 
 

January 5 and 21 (Wed.)  July 6 and 20  
February 2 and 16 August 3 and 17 
March 2 and 16 September 8 (Tu.) and 21  
April 6 and 20 October 5 and 19 
May 4 and 18 November 2 and 16 
June 1 and 15 December 7 and 21  
 **December 28 

 
**The Board of Trustees has scheduled a meeting at year-end to pay bills. This 
meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Planning Commission will meet on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month at 7 p.m. in Public Meeting Room A as follows: 
 

January 12 and 26 July 13 and 27    
February 9 and 23 August 10 and 24 
March 9 and 23 September 14 and 28 
April 13 and 27 October 12 and 26 
May 11 and 26 (Tu.) November 9 and 23 
June 8 and 22 December 14 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals and Sign Board of Appeals will meet on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m. in Public Meeting Room A as 
follows: 
 

January 13 and 27 July 14 and 28  
February 10 & 24 August 11 and 25  
*March 24 *September 22 
April 14 and 28 October 13 and 27 
*May 12 November 10 and 24 
June 9 and 23 December 8 
 

*No ZBA meeting scheduled for March 10 due to Board of Review, May 26 due 
to Memorial Weekend Holiday, and September 8 due to Labor Day Weekend 
Holiday. 
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The Parks, Recreation & Cemeteries Commission will meet at 7:30 p.m. in 
Conference Room B on the first Thursday of each month except January which 
will be on the second Thursday, (January 8) and July which will be on the second 
Thursday(July 9). 
 
The Township Board of Review will meet the second Monday in March at 9:00 
a.m., the Tuesday following the 3rd Monday in July, and the Tuesday following the 
2nd Monday in December. 

 
 TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 7 TO 0. 
 
 10. Sales Trailer at Village Place Development 
 

A trailer was there originally which has been removed.  A new trailer would be 
brought in and the permit is required for it placement.  Mr. Graham indicated it will 
probably be present for 4-5 years before being replaced again.   
 
TREASURER PIZZO MOVED THE DELTA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
APPROVE THE PLACEMENT OF A TEMPORARY SALES TRAILER AT THE 
VILLAGE PLACE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AS ILLUSTRATED ON A SITE 
PLAN DATED NOVEMBER 24, 2008 SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING STIPULATIONS: 
 
1. COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 3.15.0 OF THE DELTA 

TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO TEMPORARY 
BUILDINGS; 

2. THE UTILITY LEADS (WATER & SANITARY SEWER) FOR LOT 105 SHALL 
SERVE ONLY ONE BUILDING AT A TIME; 

3. THE WATER AND SANITARY SEWER LEADS ACROSS LOTS 105 AND 151 
AND ANY OTHER LOTS SHALL BE REMOVED ENTIRELY FROM UNDER 
THE GROUND AT THE TIME THE SALES TRAILER IS REMOVED FROM THE 
END OF MULBERRY LANE. 

 
TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 7 TO 0. 
 
11. Revocation of Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate #2002-189 
 
Manager Watkins stated that Capital Enterprises is no longer in business and the 
building is currently occupied by Liquid Webb.  Liquid Webb is not eligible for the 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate.   
 
CLERK VEDDER MOVED: 
 

WHEREAS, the Clark on Ena Industrial Development District was established by 
Resolution, dated October 16, 2000 for Capital Enterprises of Nevada, Inc., located at 
2703 Ena Drive, Lansing, Delta Township, and 
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 WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Delta, on June 17, 2002, approved 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate now identified as IFT No. 2002-189 for Capital 
Enterprises of Nevada, Inc. for $2,164,273 for real property and $533,394 for personal 
property for 12 years, expiring December 30, 2014, and authorizing the Township 
Supervisor to sign the Charter Township of Delta Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate IFT Agreement as required under P.A. 198 of 1974 as amended, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Capital Enterprises of Nevada, Inc. closed its entire facility and 
operation on January 1, 2008, and is no longer in operation in the Charter Township of 
Delta, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Brian Thelen, Director of Assessing, on December 1, 2008, 
reviewed this matter and recommends to the Township Board to revoke the Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate No. 2002-189 for Capital Enterprises of Nevada, Inc., 
now therefore; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Board for the Charter Township of Delta 
revokes Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate No. 2002-189 for Capital Enterprises 
of Nevada, Inc., and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Board for the Charter Township 
of Delta requests the Michigan State Tax Commission to revoke Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate No. 2002-189 for Capital Enterprises of Nevada, Inc. 

 
TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
AYES: TRUSTEE CUNNINGHA, TREASURER PIZZO, TRUSTEE 

SPAGNOULO, SUPERVISOR FLETCHER, TRUSTEE 
HICKS, TRUSTEE POMA AND CLERK VEDDER. 

 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: NONE 
 
MOTION PASSED 7 TO 0. 
 
12. SLUP for MetroPCS/Great Lakes Christian College Stealth Wireless 

Communication Tower 
 
CLERK VEDDER MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF DELTA APPROVE THE SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 
REQUESTED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WIRELESS 
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COMMUNICATION TOWER, ON THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN 
CASE NO. 10-08-9 FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

 
1. THE REQUEST MEETS THE GENERAL STANDARDS 

SPECIFIED FOR SPECIAL LAND USES IN SECTION 
18.4.0 OF THE DELTA TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE. 

2. THE REQUEST MEETS THE SPECIFIC STANDARDS 
SPECIFIED FOR SPECIAL LAND USES IN SECTION 
18.6.0 I. OF THE DELTA TOWNSHIP ZONING 
ORDINANCE. 

 
BEING CONDITIONAL UPON: 
1. ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE OF ZONING 

COMPLIANCE BY THE TOWNSHIP ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
PROPOSED TOWER.   

2. CONTINUED COMPLIANCE WITH THE SPECIFIC STANDARDS FOR 
TOWERS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION 18.6.0 I. OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE AND AS EXPLAINED ABOVE. 
 

TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
 
Trustee Poma inquired about the height of the tower.  The need for the height is 
based on an engineering study of the area.  This is in fact a shorter tower in 
comparison to those in the area.  Mr. Graham indicated that this proposed tower 
was the “Cadillac” of cell phone towers.  The tower design far exceeds anything in 
Delta Township in the past.  Additional trees are to be planted.  The tower will be 
disguised as a flag pole.  
 
Attorney Haley was present to answer any questions.  Trustee Poma inquired 
whether the tower would interfere with any other cellular signals.  All FCC licenses 
are controlled by the FCC and their frequencies.   
 
MOTION PASSED 7 TO 0. 
 
13. Transfer of Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate #2005-532 
 
Pursuant to Manager Watkins, this matter relates to an Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate that was issued to Plastec who has filed bankruptcy.  
Johnson Controls received the assets under the bankruptcy and has taken over the 
facility.  This business does operate under a 425 Agreement with the City of 
Lansing.   
 
CLERK VEDDER MOVED: 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed 
public hearing held on May 21, 1979, the Charter Township of Delta, by resolution 
established the General Motors Industrial Development District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Delta approved an application from LDM 
Technologies, Inc. requesting an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate #2005-532  
for real and personal property investments located at 7009 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, 
Michigan; and 
 
WHEREAS, JCIM US, LLC has filed an application for a transfer of Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate #2005-532 with respect to real property of $13,350,000 and 
personal property of $19,000,000 of a New Facility located within the Industrial 
Development General Motors; and 
 
WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the Charter Township of Delta held a 
hearing on December 15, 2008, at the 7710 W. Saginaw Highway, Lansing, Michigan, 
in Administration Room A, at 6:00 p.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor 
and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were 
afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and 
 
WHEREAS, JCIM US, LLC has substantially met all the requirements under Public Act 
198 of 1974 for the transfer of Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 2005-532; and 
 
WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem 
taxes within the Charter Township of Delta, after granting this certificate, will not exceed 
5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and 
real property thus exempted; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Charter Township of Delta that: 
 
1. The Charter Township of Delta finds and determines that the granting of the transfer 
of an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate 
amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the 
Public Acts of 1974 and Act No. 255 of the Public Acts of 1978, shall not have the 
effect of substantially impeding the operation of the Charter Township of Delta, or 
impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem 
property taxes in the Charter Township of Delta. 
 
2. The application from JCIM US, LLC for a transfer of Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate  2005-532, with respect to a New Facility on the following described parcel of 
real property situated within the Industrial Development District General Motors to wit:  
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Part of the Northwest ¼ of Section 27, T4N, R3W, Delta Township, Eaton 
County, Michigan, described as: Commencing at the Northwest corner of said 
Section 27; thence S89°52’09” E 1400.00 feet along the North line of said 
Section 27 to the point of beginning of this description; thence continuing 
S89°52’09” E 1240.69 feet to the North ¼ corner of said Section 27; thence 
S00°14’00” W 1602.30 feet along the North-South ¼ line of said Section 27; 
thence N89°54’42” W 270.00 feet; thence N00°14’00” E 802.50 feet; thence 
N89°52’09” W 972.04 feet parallel with said North line; thence N00°19’48” E 
800.00 feet parallel with the West line of said Section 27 to the point of 
beginning.   

 
 be and the same is hereby approved. 
 
3. The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall remain in force for 
the remaining years approved under Industrial Facilities Exemption certificate 2005-532 
with an end date of December 30, 2017. 
 

TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
 

ROLL CALL: 
 
AYES: TREASURER PIZZO, TRUSTEE SPANGUOLO, 

SUPERVISOR FLETCHER, TRUSTEE HICKS, TRUSTEE 
POMA, CLERK VEDDER AND TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM. 

 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: NONE 
 

 MOTION PASSSED 7 TO 0. 
 
 14. Property Casualty Insurance Proposals 2009-2010 
 
  

John Wenglarski, Delta Township insurance agent for many years, introduced 
himself to the board and introduced an associate, Dan Cullen.  Mr. Cullen 
addressed the board regarding the Norman Spencer Agency.  Public entities are 
the primary focus of the agency.  There are concerns regarding the process and 
recommendation being provided to the board.  In Mr. Cullen’s opinion, there are 
several misrepresentations.  Misrepresentations were reviewed and explained to 
the board by Mr. Cullen.   
 
Trustee Hicks sought clarification regarding claims made coverage versus 
occurrence coverage and the relation to the statute of limitations.   
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Trustee Cunningham stated she had just received the information regarding the 
insurance.  Trustee Cunningham has been unable to read the materials.  She asks 
that the matter return when she is better prepared to make a decision. 
 
Trustee Hicks concurs with Trustee Cunningham.  Trustee Hicks is not prepared to 
make a decision.  
 
Supervisor Fletcher suggested either returning the matter for discussion and action 
at the December 29th meeting or referring the matter to the Budget/Finance 
Committee.   
 
The existing coverage expires on 12/31/08 at midnight.  Trustee Hicks inquired 
about binding the coverage over.  Mr. Cullen indicates that as an agency, they are 
recommending a new carrier. The current carrier is aware of that.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher suggests a special meeting on December 22, 2008.  The 
business intended to be conducted on December 29th needs to wait until then. 
 
Manager Watkins stated the consultant had an initial recommendation.  Further 
discussion has taken place with the other agents by Mr. Ecker.  Mr. Ecker has 
come to the conclusion that all are satisfactory for the township with what the 
agencies are proposing.  The Trident bid was the low bid.  Manager Watkins 
stressed the matter be wrapped up soon, as the 29th is cutting it close.   
 
Trustee Cunningham indicated a conflict with December 22nd.   
 
Manager Watkins stated his pleasure with the service provided by Mr. Wenglarski.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher indicated his availability for December 23rd.  Trustee Poma 
suggested a special meeting with the individuals returning for questions.  Trustee 
Cunningham indicated it was the holidays.  If there is not an option to extend the 
coverage, our options are limited. 
 
Treasurer Pizzo is not convinced to make the move in coverage.  Trustee Hicks 
would like to know if the coverage can be bound over.  Mr. Cullen stated he would 
make the contact in the morning with the current carrier to inquire about this option.   
 
Manager Watkins stated he would be gone all of next week.  However, he feels the 
board has his thoughts on the matter.   
 
Trustee Hicks stated to find out the option of extending the coverage.  Upon the 
response to the inquiry, the board will know whether or not the matter will have to 
be addressed before year end.   

 
CLERK VEDDER MOVED THE MATTER BE POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. 
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 TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 1. 
 

TREASURER PIZZO CAST THE OPPOSING VOTE.  
 

Trustee Cunningham was excused from the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
 
15. Committee Appointments Discussion 
 
 Supervisor Fletcher reviewed the proposed list of appointments.   
 
 CLERK VEDDER MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE THE 2009 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Committee Chair Members 
Administrative/Personnel Ken Fletcher Howard Pizzo, Janice Vedder 
Budget/Finance Howard Pizzo Barbara Poma, Janice Vedder 
Elections Janice Vedder Howard Pizzo, Cara Spagnuolo 
Public Safety Jan Cunningham Cara Spagnuolo, Ken Fletcher 
Transportation Barbara Poma Ken Fletcher, Jan Cunningham 
Utility & Environmental Cara Spagnuolo Barbara Poma, Jeff Hicks 
 
Other Appointees  
Zoning Board of Appeals Jeff Hicks 
Parliamentarian  Jan Cunningham 
EATRAN Barbara Poma 
Capital Area Rail Council Jeff Hicks 
Tri-County Regional Planning Howard Pizzo* (Beginning January 28, 2009) 
Greener Delta Janice Vedder 
Delta Community Awards Dorothy E. Maxwell & Ken Fletcher, Co-chairs 
Youth In Government Council Barbara Poma 

 
TREASURER PIZZO SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
 
Trustee Hicks inquired about the potential of four board members being on one 
committee.  Supervisor Fletcher indicated four members created a quorum.  
Trustee Poma inquired about the co-chair for Greener Delta.  Supervisor Fletcher 
indicated Clerk Vedder would be chairing Greener Delta.   
 
MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
  XVI. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
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XVII. OFFICERS, DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE MINUTES –  
 
 Manager Watkins gave a brief report: 

• Mr. Graham, Jenny Wolfert and Manager Watkins toured the O’Rafferty 
building to assist in marketing the facility. 

• Marketing of area properties is ongoing; 
• Two families have been adopted by the staff for the holidays; 
• The Women’s Run for the Library took place; 
• Options are being discussed to take advantage of any stimulus packages 

that may be offered by the federal government in the near future. 
 

Treasurer Pizzo indicated that he has appointed Jeff Anderson as the Deputy 
Treasurer.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher suggested the committees set regular meeting dates 
throughout the year.  This will benefit members and staff alike.   
 
Trustee Poma inquired about contact information for the committee members.  
Executive Secretary, Kathy Ernst indicated she would email that information. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher stated he would like to see “Member Comments” be added as 
an agenda item for future agendas.   

 
XVII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA (maximum five minutes) – None. 
 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 CLERK VEDDER MOVED THE MEETING ADJOURN AT 8:34 P.M. 
 

TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
      CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
 
 
 

HOWARD PIZZO, TREASURER/ACTING CLERK  
  

 
 

 JANICE VEDDER, TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 

 
 
      KENNETH FLETCHER, TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 
/hlp 
M:\Board Meetings\BD\MIN\2008\December 15 2008 Reg Mtg Minutes 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Public Meeting Room A 

Delta Township Administration Building 
7710 West Saginaw Highway 

Lansing MI  48917 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FOR 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2008 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Supervisor Ken Fletcher called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 
II. OPENING CEREMONIES – Pledge of Allegiance 
 

TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM MOVED THAT TRUSTEE SPAGNUOLO BE NAMED 
ACTING CLERK FOR THE MEETING. 
 
TRUSTEE HICKS SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
III. ROLL CALL 
 
 A voice roll call was not conducted.  The attendance at the meeting was as follows: 
 

Members Present:   Supervisor Kenneth Fletcher, Treasurer Howard Pizzo, and 
 Trustees Jan Cunningham, Jeff Hicks, Barb Poma and  
Cara Spagnuolo 
 

Members Absent: Clerk Janice Vedder 
 
Others Present: Manager Richard Watkins, Planning Director Mark Graham, 

Jeff Anderson, Finance Director, Executive Secretary Kathy 
Ernst and Department Secretary Heather Bouck Pettinger 

 
IV. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS – None. 
 
V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA –  
 

TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM MOVED THE AGENDA BE ACCEPTED AS 
PRESENTED. 

 
TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION – None. 
 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
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VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA (maximum of two minutes) – None. 
 
IX. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None. 
 
X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES – None. 
 
XI. PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES – None. 
 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA –  
 

1. Bills and Financial Transactions –  
 
Treasurer Pizzo reviewed the bills and financial transactions with Jeff Anderson, 
Finance Director.   In the process, a few abbreviations were clarified.  Juice is 
purchased for training session.  The repair for the fire truck was regular 
maintenance.  There were some reimbursement checks for prizes awarded at the 
employee appreciation dinner.  The contract for the architect relates to a contract 
approved by this board for the substation.   
 
TREASURER PIZZO MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE BILLS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1,639,478.58. 
 
TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
XIII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION – None. 
 
XIV. ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA UNDER SECTION V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA – None. 
 
XV. OTHER BUSINESS –  
 
 5. 2008 Budget Adjustment 
 

Jeff Anderson addressed the board regarding the proposed budget adjustments.  
Typically adjustments are made on a quarterly basis.  Through the first three 
quarters of this year, there was not a need for any adjustments.  This is actually 
the only adjustment for the 2008 budget year.  This adjustment will put the 
township in compliance with state law.  Typically the adjustments are to cover 
unforeseen circumstances.  For example, the emergency operation center as a 
result of the storm/tornado damage.  Most of the fund adjustments are in the 
interest revenue account. 
 
TREASURER PIZZO MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE THE 
PROPOSED 2008 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Delta Township
2008 Budget - Fourth Quarter Adjustments

Board Meeting December 29, 2008

Previously  Adjustment
Account Acct.# Original Revised Debit / (Credit) Final

General Fund - Revenues
Other Revenue- FEMA Reimbursem101-000.000-694 (2,500)     (18,000)          (20,500)   
Interest Revenue 101-000.000-665 (420,000) (138,000)        (558,000) 

(156,000)        

General Fund - Expenditures
Clerks Office
Overtime 101-215.000-704.000 10,000    13,000           23,000    
Supplies 101-215.000-728.000 16,000    9,000             25,000    
Contract Services 101-215.000-806.000 75,000    40,000           115,000  

62,000                   

Sheriff
Contract Services 101-301.000-806 77,500    35,000           35,000    
Repairs and Maintenance 101-301.000-970 5,000      5,000             5,000      

40,000                   

Emergency Operations Center
Disaster Relief Supplies 101-336.344-726 -              18,000           18,000    

18,000                   

Street Lighting
Street Lights 101-448.000-924.000 400,357  36,000           436,357  

36,000                   

Total increase in General Fund Expenditures 156,000         

Net change to GF Fund Balance -                     

General Debt Fund

Paying Agent Fees 301-905.000-998.000 275         200                475         

Net change to General Debt Fund Balance 200                 
 
TRUSTEE SPAGNUOLO SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
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6. Special Land Use Permit Request – Julie Kloeckner, Group Day Care Home 

 
Trustee Hicks stated he previously represented a party in an action in which Ms. 
Kloeckner was a defendant.  He does not feel it to be a conflict or that it has any 
impact on his judgment in this matter.    
 
Trustee Hicks inquired as to the lack of stipulations in the permit in regards to 
operating hours.  Mr. Graham replied that Ms. Kloeckner’s hours of operation are 
from 6am – 6pm.  Since no individual provided any feedback in relation to the 
request and Ms. Kloeckner has been operating for approximately two years, there 
appeared to be no need to stipulate Ms. Kloeckner’s hours of operation.  
 
Supervisor Fletcher inquired whether the township had any authority to revoke a 
license should the applicant have any violation in state law and the state 
department that grants her permit.  Mr. Graham, not being legal council, refrained 
from direct comment on the inquiry but did add the township works closely with the 
state in applicable situations.   
 
Trustee Hicks confirmed the permit will attach to the land.  Mr. Graham further 
stated permits are followed-up on every few years, revoking permits for those that 
have ceased operations. 
 
Ms. Kloeckner came forward to remain in compliance.  She does not intend to 
consistently have 12 children in her day care.  However, she has several children 
there for about 15 minutes prior to getting on the school bus in the morning.  Ms. 
Kloeckner wanted to be up front and operate within the law.  
 
TRUSTEE HICKS MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD APPROVE THE SPECIAL 
LAND USE PERMIT (CASE NO. 11-08-10) REQUESTED BY JULIE 
KLOECKNER FOR A GROUP DAY CARE HOME AT 1703 ROCKDALE FOR 
THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

 
1. THE REQUEST IS CONSISTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 

DELTA TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE. 
 

2. THE GROUP DAY CARE HOME CAN BE OPERATED SUCH THAT IT IS 
COMPATIBLE WITH SURROUNDING LAND USES. 
 

3. THE GROUP DAY CARE HOME IS ADEQUATELY SERVED BY PUBLIC 
SERVICES AND UTILITIES. 
 

4. THE GROUP DAY CARE HOME COMPLIES WITH THE SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP DAY CARE HOMES AS REQUIRED BY 
SECTION 18.7.0 N OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE. 
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THE SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT IS RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL 
SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING STIPULATION: 

 
FAILURE OF THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE PROVISIONS 
REQUIRED BY THE ZONING ORDINANCE, OR ANY STIPULATIONS REQUIRED 
BY THE DELTA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES, SHALL CONSTITUTE 
GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION OF THIS PERMIT BY THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES. 

 
 TRUSTEE POMA SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
  

Trustee Spagnuolo inquired as to why fencing was not required.  Mr. Graham replied 
fencing used to be required by the zoning ordinance.  Then a case came about in which 
an individual invested over $25,000 in a stockade fence. The neighbors did not like it 
and it did not fit in the neighborhood.  The state does not requirement fencing.  There is 
also a concern about “warehousing kids”.  The requirement has been absent from the 
zoning ordinance for approximately five years. 
 
MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 

 
 7. Consideration of District Library Board Appointment 
 

Trustee Poma indicated that she would like to look all the applicants for all the 
committees the township has.  Therefore, when a seat is up all applicants can be 
considered.  Trustee Poma inquired as to what the procedure would be, if the 
matter would go to committee for example, without going right to an appointment.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher indicated that would be board’s decision.  The vacant seat 
could go to a committee to interview all interested applicants, returning to the board 
with a recommendation.   
 
Trustee Cunningham stated she requested the matter be on the agenda this 
evening.  Trustee Cunningham advised the board of the current policy.  She 
clarified that the matter before the board this evening is a reappointment and not an 
appointment.  Trustee Cunningham stressed the distinction.   The policy promotes 
continuity and the reward of citizens that volunteer their time.  Those individuals 
that do a good job should be able to continue.  There is an issue of retaining 
experienced people and adding new faces.  The policy currently states that people 
will serve a maximum of three terms.  When the three terms are completed, then 
the seat is vacant and new applicants will be considered.  That was the policy when 
Ms. Bolhouse submitted her request.  Ms. Bolhouse has only been appointed by 
this board once, with two more reappointments remaining.  The library board has 
members appointed by Delta Township.  In the past, the letters of intent were 
submitted to the library committee chair.  Trustee Cunningham continued that she 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2008/TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES – REGULAR 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Page 6 of 17 
 

was the chair of the library committee.  In July, Ms. Bolhouse properly submitted 
her request for reappointment to the library board.  At that time, certain criteria are 
looked at.  Once appointed, and asking for reappointment then the question is are 
they doing their job and an active member of the board.   At that time, the 
committee sought information on whether or not Ms. Bolhouse was meeting her 
obligations and doing a good job.  Cherry Hamrick is present this evening to 
express her support for Ms. Bolhouse’s reappointment.  Other board members who 
were able available to speak this evening on Ms. Bolhouse’s performance would be 
Ms. Papciak.  Ms. Papciak is also present.  As township board members, Ms. 
Cunningham is unclear what other criteria there would be in terms of reappointment 
other than if they did the job.  If they did their job and did well, they deserve to be 
reappointed.  Once the three term limited is reached, a vacancy is created.  The 
policy specifically states new applicants are to be considered.  The individual in the 
board agenda packet for this evening is a new applicant and there is not a vacancy 
at this time.     
 
Trustee Poma indicated that any of the positions that were listed, were open 
positions.  Trustee Poma feels there is nothing that locks in a reappointment.   
 
Trustee Cunningham again reiterated the distinction between a vacancy and a 
reappointment. The recommendation for this reappointment comes from the chair of 
the library committee pursuant to the township policy in place at this time.  Trustee 
Cunningham expressed concern over a precedent being set that the township 
board will not reappoint individuals that do a good job.   
 
Trustee Hicks raised the slippery slope that may be taking place here.  Trustee 
Hicks stressed his inclination to follow the policy in place until the policy is changed.    
While it may not be the case with the library board, Trustee Hicks raised concern 
about other township board and commission seats for which participation is 
begged.  Two particular areas of concern are the sign board of appeals and the 
zoning board of appeals.  He stated it should not be just a warm body to fill the 
seats but educated, interested individuals.  The seats are not a “sexy” position.  
Trustee Hicks is concerned that after their first appointment, the individuals are 
thrown back into the blender to fill the seat.  Unless there is a reason to not 
reappoint the individual, Trustee Hicks cannot imagine simply removing the 
institutional knowledge from the board or commission.  Again, Trustee Hicks stated 
this may not be the case with all the township board and commission seats.   
 
Nan Smith, 2301 Legend Woods Drive, inquired of the board as to who developed 
the original policy.  Trustee Cunningham responded the Delta Township Board of 
Trustees.  Ms. Smith inquired about term length.  Trustee Cunningham indicated 
that most board seats were three years.  The seats are staggered.  Not all 
individuals wish to serve all three terms.   
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Susan Steiner Bolhouse, 6640 Old River Trail, spoke to the board.  She stated that 
she could have continued on the board and not rocked the boat.  She thanked the 
board for giving this their attention.   
 
To Trustee Hicks, Ms. Bolhouse extended her appreciation for not very sexy 
boards.  She stated that up until this year, meeting in the basement of an old 
school, having left over snacks left all around you was not sexy.  If there are 
individuals clamoring to serve, she believes it to be because the new library is 
currently the show place of the community.   
 
Ms. Bolhouse continued addressing the board regarding service on non-profit 
board.  She referred to the mantra, give, get or get off the board.  Ms. Bolhouse 
feels the past demonstrates she does walk the walk.  She does give and does get.  
She will not remove herself as long as she feels she is doing the first two, giving 
and getting.  Ms. Bolhouse’s request for reappointment is heartfelt. 
 
Ms. Bolhouse expressed her feeling that reappointment is a courtesy.  A 
reappointment is a nod of approval and a humble sign of appreciation.  She 
extended her appreciation for the board consideration to continue serving.  It has 
been very rewarding for her to have helped pull the library board “out of the 
dungeon”. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher stated he is looking at the process, not referendum on Ms. 
Bolhouse personally.  The new board is just taking office and the policy should be 
reviewed.  The process of filling all vacancies should be decided as a board how 
they are filled.  Supervisor Fletcher requested of Trustee Cunningham that since 
the previous board sat on the reappointment for 4-5 months he did not see a reason 
why waiting another month to have such discussions be problematic. 
  
Trustee Cunningham stated she did not feel that Supervisor Fletcher provided an 
accurate representation.  First, correspondence was received from Mike Moore 
addressed to both Trustee Cunningham and Manager Watkins asking that any 
appointments be made by the end of the year to ensure the library board was intact.  
The fact that the matter did not get on the agenda in August or September did not 
mean that it did not need to be done.  The reality was there was no reason to act 
immediately because Susan Bolhouse had done a good job.   
 
Trustee Cunningham feels that legally and ethically, the policy needs to be followed 
until changed.  The policy has been in place since 2002, this is a reappointment.  
There is support from Cherry Hamrick and Mike Moore for Ms. Bolhouse’s 
reappointment.  Frankly, Trustee Cunningham stated she was stunned there was 
an issue with the reappointment.  The reappointment is a quiet affirmation that 
someone has done a good job.  Trustee Cunningham questioned why this board 
would not reappointment someone who has done a good job unless for motives 
other than how someone served the community.  Why not when there is a policy?  
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The policy would have to be changed.  Changing the policy would apply to new 
appointees not existing appointees.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher responded that polices will be changed.  Democracy works 
such that when a new board is in place the new board establishes its own policies.  
It is not a question of not appointing someone who served well, but rather a 
question of doing this in a thoughtful way and not a rush.  The board needs to have 
a policy and then make appointment decisions.   
 
Trustee Cunningham inquired as to what other criteria would the board need to 
determine that the job is being done well.  The library director is present to support 
Ms. Bolhouse, a library board member is present to address Ms. Bolhouse properly 
serving the board.  Trustee Cunningham continued that the new board has 
previously referenced having to rely upon institutional knowledge.   
 
Cherry Hamrick, Director of the Delta Township Library, addressed the board, 
expressing the outstanding job Ms. Bolhouse has done for the library board.  Ms. 
Bolhouse has been a faithful meeting attendee and worked very hard. 
 
Marie Papciak, Library Board Member, stated she is a Waverly School Board 
Appointee.  Ms. Papciak has worked on several committees with Ms. Bolhouse.  
Currently they both serve on the Capital Campaign Funds Committee.  Ms. Papciak 
knows Ms. Bolhouse as a hard worker.   
 
Treasurer Pizzo relayed his due respect to Ms. Bolhouse for all her years of service 
to the community and the better life here in Delta Township.  Treasurer Pizzo 
clarified the time served is three years.  Ms. Papciak confirmed she was 
reappointed by the Waverly School Board as a result of her letter sent to them in 
July 2008.  The Waverly Board made the reappointment shortly after the letter was 
received.  Ms. Papciak is unaware of what the school’s policy is regarding 
appointments and reappointments.  She originally filled a seat of someone who no 
longer wanted to serve.  
 
Trustee Poma acknowledged Ms. Bolhouse and the time she has devoted.  She 
appreciates the new library.  She is troubled that this issue may come across as 
being about Ms. Bolhouse.  Trustee Poma wanted to clarify that it is not.  She is 
sometimes concerns when things remain the same and others are not given a 
chance to serve.  Trustee Poma would like to see this issue go to committee and 
more time spent on this issue.   
 
TRUSTEE POMA MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF DELTA REFER THOSE APPLICATIONS FOR A POSITION ON 
THE DELTA TOWNSHIP DISTRICT LIBRARY TO THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL COMMITTEE FOR THEIR REVIEW AND 
RECOMMENDATION. 
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TREASURER PIZZO SUPPORTED THE MOTION. 
 
Trustee Cunningham indicated that the administrative/personnel committee is not in 
the current policy.  The policy would have to be changed first.   
 
Treasurer Pizzo expressed the current policy not being shared with him.  He 
confirmed the term in question was three years.  The information provided to him 
indicates library board members serve a four year term.  Therefore, the total time 
spent would be 12 years (3 – 4 year terms).   
 
Trustee Cunningham referred the board to the policy book provided to each 
member at the being of their term.  Her concern is a process is in place.  She feels 
strongly this matter does not need to return to a committee.  Trustee Cunningham 
questioned what additional information can be gained by doing that?  The only 
possible gain by going to committee is to change the rules and appoint someone 
new.  Trustee Cunningham continued the policies in place are inherited by the 
board.  Any policy can be changed but until changed, the current policy needs to be 
followed.   
 
Trustee Poma stated a referral of the matter to committee does not mean Ms. 
Bolhouse would not be reappointed.   
 
Trustee Cunningham does not feel that to be the case. 
 
Trustee Hicks stated when all the board members took office they were provided 
with a policy book containing all the policies.  Trustee Hicks expressed his concern, 
regardless of this particular situation, not to follow the board’s policies.  Trustee 
Hicks concurs that any policies can be changed.  However, the changes need to be 
done properly.  If time is not an issue, the matter could be tabled.  Trustee Hicks 
does not want to convey the message, the board has policies but does not have to 
follow them.   Trustee Hicks further confirmed that there are statutory requirements 
related to selected board and commission seats.  He expressed concern that any 
statutory requirements are met while the matter is under review.   
 
Trustee Cunningham stated that this is a pending application.  She further 
expressed her desire for the board to following the policy in place.  There are no 
other pending applications to her knowledge.  Any future policy change is the 
prerogative of the entire board to make that decision. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher confirmed Ms. Bolhouse’s seat expired June 30, 2008.  He then 
inquired if Ms. Bolhouse would continue to serve if no action was taken this 
evening.  She confirmed she would continue to serve.  He does not feel that there is 
a crisis if the board chooses to discuss this.  The library board is whole and 
functioning.   
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Ms. Bolhouse expressed her desire to do things properly according to expectations.  
She again stressed her situation is different from an appointment, being a 
reappointment.   
 
Trustee Cunningham replied there is no crisis.  Mike Moore requested a desire to 
have his board in place by year end.  Trustee Cunningham is shocked the board 
does not intend to follow the current policy.  She does not have a clear 
understanding as to why not.   
 
Trustee Poma clarified that for every board that has a request for reappointment, it 
is expected, by past practice, of the past board, the individual be reappointed.   
 
Trustee Cunningham concurred provided the individual is doing a good job. 
 
Trustee Poma questioned if this should be done without regard to new applications 
being received.  Trustee Cunningham stated there were no applications until she 
brought forward Ms. Bolhouse’s reappointment request.  She feels individuals 
solicited applicants.   
 
Trustee Cunningham expressed her wish to have current appointees notified of a 
change in policy.  Democracy starts by following the existing policies in place today.  
The clock can’t be unwound.  The proper steps have been taken to date.   
 
Trustee Poma stated this is not one situation but is many seats and committees. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher indicated the meeting was going on longer than he had hoped.  
He inquired as to whether the board wanted to put the matter to vote or continue 
the discussion.   
 
Trustee Hicks stated unilaterally changing policies, not just this policy, is not good 
procedure.  A moratorium could be put in place.  The policies were inherited.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher stated there is big difference between changing ordinances and 
laws versus board policies.  Supervisor Fletcher felt reviewing those policies makes 
sense.  The new board will want to function differently.  Any new board would want 
to do so; it is not a democrat/republican issue. 
 
Trustee Hicks is sorry that the notation this issue would be a democratic/republican 
issue has even been raised.  Trustee Hicks was to make the distinction he is only 
referring to policies not laws or ordinances.  The inherited policies need to be 
revisited.  Some of the revisions are topics that were part of election campaigns.  
Trustee Hicks feels that until such time as the policies are revised, they are still in 
place and still the rules. 
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MOTION CARRIED 4 TO 2. 
 
Trustee Cunningham requested the roll be called.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
AYES: SUPERVISOR FLETCHER, TREASURER PIZZO AND 

TRUSTEES POMA AND SPAGNUOLO. 
 
NAYS: TRUSTEES CUNNINGHAM AND HICKS 
 
ABSENT: CLERK VEDDER 

 
8. Property Casualty Insurance Proposals 
 
Norm Bamberger, Bamberger Insurance Agency, located in Saginaw, MI.  The 
proposal his agency provided is for the Alliance Policy.  The proposal meets or 
exceeds the bid specifications.  Any questions regarding potential inefficiency in the 
plan has been addressed.  Mr. Bamberger has been writing municipalities for 35 
years.  After the policy is established, a seminar is set for the board members and 
all department heads to cover the policy and risk management that would be 
needed.   
 
Treasurer Pizzo confirmed the proposal to be $208,000 which includes prior acts 
coverage.  Treasurer Pizzo inquired if there was a relevant difference that would 
explain the higher premium.   
 
Mr. Bamberger is not privileged to all the information the insurance consultant has 
available and he is not an insurance consultant.  He is unable to give such an 
opinion.  Mr. Bamberger stated that rates are directly related to the coverage and 
services provided.   
 
Jason Orton from the David Chapman Agency expressed his desire for the board to 
select his agency.  He expressed his appreciation for the board’s consideration and 
time dedicated to this matter, as he is a Delta resident.  David Chapman Agency 
has been in business for 30 years.  David Chapman is the lowest bid at $201,000.  
Trident would be the writer for this policy.  This policy is for either claims made or 
occurrence coverage.  Claims would all be handled in the township at the David 
Chapman Agency.   
 
Dan Cullen, Norman Spencer Agency, added a few points to the information he 
provided at the prior board meeting.   
1.  The company does have a licensed insurance counselor who is on staff.  He 
expressed his concern over flood coverage in Zone A which represents over 40% of 
the homes within the Township.    
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2.  Another way to accomplish reduced dollar amounts is to reduce coverage.  
Property loss just occurred this week in the sheriff substation due to a water pipe 
breaking.  Cost analysis needs to be conducted. 
3.  Why Travelers?  A statement of 14 reasons has been provided.  EEOC 
coverage and back wages is critical coverage.  Emergency Medical Services need 
to have proper coverage. 
4.  There is substantial clout with the company and the carrier due to the volume of 
work between the two entities. 
5.  Traveler’s writes more business than any other in the country. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher thanked Mr. Ecker for his work.  Regardless of the company 
selected, there will be a substantial reduction in the cost. The process of putting this 
out to bid has been very beneficial to the township.  Mr. Ecker is recommending the 
township go with Trident through the David Chapman Agency. 
 
Trustee Hicks would like to bring back to the table the claims made versus the 
occurrence coverage.  Until additional information can be obtained, it is the 
pleasure of the board to continue with the claims made? 
 
Treasurer Pizzo agreed.  Take the advice of the advisor and come back to some of 
the questions.    The board consensus is to stay with the claims made.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher requested a motion. 
 
TRUSTEE POMA MOVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF DELTA ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR CLAIMS MADE 
COVERAGE FROM TRIDENT INSURANCE AS OFFERED BY THE DAVID 
CHAPMAN AGENCY, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $201,957 FOR THE POLICY 
YEAR 2009-2010. 
 
TREASURER PIZZO SUPPORTED THE MOTION.   
 
Trustee Cunningham confirmed the current carrier as EMC.  Trustee Cunningham 
supports the claims made with the current agency. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher clarified that the claims made options are the Norman Spencer 
Agency and the David Chapman Agency. 
 
Trustee Cunningham confirmed that the coverage from past occurrences will remain 
in place with either agency. 
 
Trustee Cunningham further clarified the motion is for claims made.  Are the prices 
the same from the Norman Spencer Agency and the David Chapman Agency?   
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Treasurer Pizzo indicated that the prices are not the same.  The comparison of 
apples to apples will probably never happen.   
 
Trustee Cunningham recalled that the board was not going to change ships in the 
middle of the ocean.  Treasurer Pizzo stated the policy has changed every year but 
stayed with the same agency.  Trustee Cunningham felt staying with the same 
agency provided continuity.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher reiterated the motion on the table.   
 
Trustee Hicks looked for clarification that Mr. Ecker’s recommendation in the 
December 29th memo is the recommendation after the additional information had 
been received, adjusted for the library as well as for the $25,000 deductible.  Mr. 
Ecker stated this was correct. 
 
Mr. Ecker addressed the board.  He has not worked with the David Chapman Agency 
prior to this.  All have been great to work with.  Not any two policies are alike.  Mr. 
Ecker stated he would be comfortable with any of the three currently on the table.  All 
three policies address the major areas of concern.  
 
Supervisor Fletcher understood the coverage was much more extensive with the 
Traveler’s policy for the money charged ($210,000) to Trident ($201,000).  Is the 
additional coverage that much more?   
 
Mr. Ecker explained that you give some to gain in other areas.  It is difficult to value. 
 
Trustee Cunningham confirmed the price difference to be less than $9,000.  The 
Treasurer will review this matter throughout 2009 and return with additional 
information in July.  Trustee Cunningham feels the board should stay with the 
same agency at this time. 
 
Treasurer Pizzo stated the process has gone on for six months.  The new 
members were not a party to the details and came in late in the process.  There 
was not time to do any catch up.  Treasurer Pizzo is comfortable relying on the 
consultant.  
 
Jason Orton added the David Chapman Agency does write the township’s 
workers compensation insurance.  There is a working relationship with the 
township established and the township is receiving great service. 
 
Dan Cullen, said the difference in the $9,000 is coverage areas. 
 
Trustee Hicks stated the previous recommendation was to go with the Traveler’s 
policy.  Has the only difference been the addition of coverage for the library?   
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Now, the recommendation has changed to Trident.  Why?  If coverage was better 
in the prior recommendation, why the change in the recommendation now?   
 
Trustee Cunningham stated she was wondering that as well. 
 
Supervisor Fletcher asked Mr. Ecker to clarify his recommendation.   
 
Mr. Ecker sticks by his first statement.  Traveler’s is a good company.   
 
Trustee Poma made the recommendation based upon the paperwork and 
discussion with the parties.   
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
AYES: SUPERVISOR FLETCHER, TREASURER PIZZO, 

TRUSTEES POMA AND SPAGNUOLO. 
 
NAYS: TRUSTEES CUNNINGHAM AND HICKS 
 
ABSENT: CLERK VEDDER 
 
MOTION PASSED 4 TO 2. 
 

  XVI. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
XVII. OFFICERS, DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE MINUTES –  
 
Supervisor Fletcher informed the board that the Michigan Municipal League (MML) will 
provide an educational presentation to the board on various topics.  There was an interest.   
 
Board members would prefer touring township facilities when the weather turns warm.   
 
Supervisor Fletcher indicated board members are encouraged to come forward with 
proclamations or special recognition of township residents for their accomplishments. 
 
XVII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA (maximum five minutes) – None. 
 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 TRUSTEE HICKS MOVED THE MEETING ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M. 
 
  



MONDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2008/TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES – REGULAR 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Page 15 of 17 
 

TRUSTEE CUNNINGHAM SUPPORTED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 6 TO 0. 
 
      CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
 
 
      CARA SPAGNUOLO, ACTING CLERK 
 
 

JANICE VEDDER, TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 
 
      KENNETH FLETCHER, TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 
/hlp 
M:\Board Meetings\BD\MIN\2008\December 29 2008 Reg Mtg Minutes 
Minutes Approved: 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA 
Public Meeting Room A 

Delta Township Administration Building 
7710 West Saginaw Highway 

Lansing MI  48917 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FOR 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2009 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Supervisor Ken Fletcher called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. OPENING CEREMONIES – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present:   Supervisor Kenneth Fletcher, Clerk Janice Vedder,  
Treasurer Howard Pizzo, and Trustees Jan Cunningham,  
Jeff Hicks, Barb Poma and Cara Spagnuolo 
 

Members Absent: None 
 
Others Present: Manager Richard Watkins, Planning Director Mark Graham, 

Assistant Planner Jeff Huard, Executive Secretary Kathy Ernst 
and Department Secretary Heather Bouck Pettinger 

 
IV. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS – None. 
 
V. SET/ADJUST AGENDA –  
 

Trustee Hicks requested the content of the minutes and a discussion on work 
sessions be added to the agenda.   

 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION – None. 
 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA (maximum of two minutes) – None. 
 
IX. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None. 
 
X. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES – None. 
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XI. PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES –  
 

1. Zoning Ordinance Amendments Pertaining to Wind Energy 
 

Jeff Huard, Assistant Planner with the Township Planning Department introduced 
himself and proceeded with a brief history of the proposed ordinance and the intent 
of the ordinance.  A comparison was made between the windmill at Horrock’s and 
the language within the ordinance. 
 
TRUSTEE POMA MOVED THE DELTA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
APPROVE AND ADOPT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE DELTA 
TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO WIND ENERGY 
CONVERSION SYSTEMS, AS DESCRIBED IN CASE NO. 9-08-05, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

TABLE 1 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS (VER. 12-31-08) 

RE: WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS 
CASE NO. 9-08-5 

 
1. ADD DEFINITIONS (SECTION 2.2.0):  
 

WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM: “WIND ENERGY CONVERSION 
SYSTEM” (WECS) IS ANY SYSTEM OR ASSEMBLY THAT CONTAINS ANY OR 
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CHARACTERISTICS: 

1. A WINDMILL, TURBINE OR ANY SIMILAR MACHINE DESIGNED TO BE 
OPERATED BY THE WIND; 

2. A SURFACE AREA, EITHER VARIABLE OR FIXED, FOR UTILIZING THE 
WIND FOR ELECTRICAL OR MECHANICAL POWER; 

3. A SHAFT, GEARING, BELT, OR COUPLING UTILIZED TO CONVEY THE 
ROTATION OF THE SURFACE AREAS TURNED BY THE WIND INTO A 
FORM SUITABLE FOR DRIVING A GENERATOR, ALTERNATOR, OR 
OTHER MECHANICAL OR ELECTRICITY PRODUCING DEVICE; 

4. A GENERATOR, ALTERNATOR, OR OTHER DEVICE UTILIZED TO 
CONVERT THE MECHANICAL ENERGY GENERATED BY THE WIND 
INTO ELECTRICAL ENERGY; 

5. A TOWER, PYLON, OR OTHER STRUCTURE UPON WHICH ANY, ALL, 
OR SOME COMBINATION OF THE ABOVE ARE MOUNTED, AND; 

6. ANY WIND MONITORING STATION SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE.  

 
WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM, SMALL: A WIND ENERGY 
CONVERSION SYSTEM CONSISTING OF WIND TURBINES, TOWERS, AND 
ASSOCIATED CONTROL OR CONVERSION ELECTRONICS, WHICH HAS A 
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RATED CAPACITY OF NOT MORE THAN 10 KILOWATTS (KW) AND WHICH IS 
INTENDED TO REDUCE OR REPLACE THE ON-SITE CONSUMPTION OF 
UTILITY POWER.  

 
WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM, LARGE: A WIND ENERGY 
CONVERSION SYSTEM CONSISTING OF A WIND TURBINE(S), TOWER, AND 
ASSOCIATED CONTROL OR CONVERSION ELECTRONICS, WHICH IF 
LOCATED IN THE RA, RB, RC, RD OR RE ZONING DISTRICT EXCEEDS 50 
FEET (AS DEFINED HEREIN), OR IF LOCATED IN THE NR, A1, A2, O, B1 OR B2 
ZONING DISTRICT EXCEEDS 70 FEET (AS DEFINED HEREIN), OR IF LOCATED 
IN EITHER THE I1 OR I2 ZONING DISTRICT HAS A RATED CAPACITY OF MORE 
THAN 10 KILOWATTS (KW).  

 
2. ADD SECTION 3.24.0    SMALL WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS 

(WECS)  
 

A. INTENT: 
 

IT IS THE INTENT OF THIS SECTION TO REGULATE THE SAFE, 
EFFECTIVE, AND EFFICIENT USE OF SMALL WIND ENERGY CONVERSION 
SYSTEMS (WECS) INSTALLED TO REDUCE OR REPLACE THE ON-SITE 
CONSUMPTION OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLIED BY UTILITY COMPANIES. 

 
B. PERMITTED LOCATIONS: 

 
SMALL WECS SHALL BE PERMITTED AS AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE IN 
EVERY ZONING DISTRICT PROVIDED THAT THEY COMPLY WITH THE 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.  IN THE RA, RB, RC, 
RD & RE ZONING DISTRICTS, A PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE MUST FIRST BE 
ESTABLISHED ON THE PARCEL BEFORE A SMALL WECS MAY BE 
CONSTRUCTED/INSTALLED. WHERE TWO OR MORE ABUTTING LOTS ARE 
HELD UNDER SINGLE OWNERSHIP, THE OWNER MAY CONSTRUCT A 
SMALL WECS ON THE ABUTTING BUT SEPARATE LOT FROM THAT ON 
WHICH THE PRINCIPAL BUILDING IS LOCATED. 

 
C. ADDITIONAL TURBINES:  

 
SMALL WECS MAY INCLUDE MORE THAN ONE TURBINE AND/OR TOWER 
ON ANY NON-RESIDENTIALLY ZONED PROPERTY PROVIDED THAT ALL 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE ARE MET, AND PROVIDED 
THAT THE TOTAL OF ALL TURBINES ON ANY ONE PARCEL OR SITE DOES 
NOT EXCEED 10 KILOWATTS (KW) RATING.  ON PARCELS ZONED RA, RB, 
RC, RD OR RE ONLY ONE TURBINE AND/OR TOWER MAY BE PERMITTED. 
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D. HEIGHT/ TOWERS:  
 

(1) FOR ANY PARCEL LOCATED IN THE RA, RB, RC, RD OR RE ZONING 
DISTRICT, THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT FOR A SMALL WECS SHALL NOT 
EXCEED 50 FEET.  

 
(2) FOR ANY PARCEL LOCATED IN THE NR, A1, A2, O, B1 OR B2 ZONING 

DISTRICT, THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT FOR A SMALL WECS SHALL NOT 
EXCEED 70 FEET. 

 
(3) FOR ANY PARCEL LOCATED IN THE I1 OR I2 ZONING DISTRICT THERE 

SHALL BE NO HEIGHT LIMIT FOR A WECS. 
 
(4) THE HEIGHT SHALL BE MEASURED FROM THE GROUND LEVEL TO 

THE ROTOR (THE CENTER POINT OF THE BLADES), OR THE TOP OF 
THE TOWER, WHICHEVER IS HIGHER.  GROUND LEVEL SHALL BE THE 
AVERAGE GRADE MEASURED WITHIN 25 FEET OF THE BASE OF THE 
TOWER OR SUPPORTING STRUCTURE.  

 
(5) THE MINIMUM REQUIRED GROUND CLEARANCE BETWEEN THE 

LOWEST POINT OF THE BLADES AND THE AVERAGE GRADE SHALL BE 
A MINIMUM OF 20 FEET.  

 
(6) TOWERS AND SUPPORTING STRUCTURES SHALL EITHER MAINTAIN A 

GALVANIZED STEEL FINISH, OR, SUBJECT TO ANY APPLICABLE 
STANDARDS OF THE FAA, BE PAINTED AND MAINTAIN A NEUTRAL 
COLOR INTENDED TO REDUCE VISUAL OBTRUSIVENESS TO THE 
GREATEST EXTENT FEASIBLE.  

 
E. SETBACKS:  

 
(1) THE BASE OF THE TOWER SHALL BE SETBACK FROM ALL PROPERTY 

LINES AT LEAST THE COMBINED HEIGHT OF THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE 
(TOWER + BLADES). 

 
(2) NO COMPONENT OF THE SMALL WECS, INCLUDING TOWER, GUY 

WIRES AND/OR ANCHORS ETC., MAY BE LOCATED IN THE REQUIRED 
FRONT SETBACK AREA FOR THE ZONING DISTRICT IN WHICH THE 
WECS IS LOCATED. 

  
(3) NO COMPONENT OF THE SMALL WECS, INCLUDING GUY WIRES AND 

ANCHORS, MAY EXTEND OVER OR BEYOND THE PROPERTY LINES ON 
WHICH THE WECS IS LOCATED.         
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F. NOISE: 
 

A SMALL WECS SHALL COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
DELTA TOWNSHIP NOISE CONTROL ORDINANCE.  THE SMALL WECS 
SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THIS REQUIREMENT DURING RARE SHORT 
TERM EVENTS SUCH AS UTILITY OUTAGES AND/OR SEVERE WIND 
STORMS OR OTHER UNIQUE WEATHER EVENTS.  

 
G. CERTIFICATION REQUIRED: 

 
IN ORDER TO BE CONSTRUCTED, ERECTED OR INSTALLED IN DELTA 
TOWNSHIP, SMALL WECS MUST BE APPROVED BY A CERTIFICATION 
PROGRAM RECOGNIZED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OR THE 
AMERICAN WIND ENERGY ASSOCIATION (AWEA). 

 
H. COMPLIANCE WITH MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE & MICHIGAN ELECTRIC CODE:  

 
BUILDING & ELECTRICAL PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR SMALL WECS. 
 

I. FAA COMPLIANCE:  
 
SMALL WECS SHALL COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION (FAA) REGULATIONS, INCLUDING ANY NECESSARY 
APPROVALS FOR INSTALLATIONS CLOSE TO AIRPORTS.  

 
J. LIGHTING: 

 
THE TOWERS AND OTHER STRUCTURES ASSOCIATED WITH A SMALL 
WECS SHALL NOT BE ARTIFICIALLY LIGHTED BY ANY MEANS OR IN ANY 
FASHION UNLESS REQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION (FAA).   
 

K. UTILITY INTERCONNECTION: 
 

NO SMALL WECS SHALL BE INSTALLED UNTIL EVIDENCE IS PROVIDED 
THAT THE UTILITY COMPANY HAS APPROVED THE CUSTOMER’S INTENT 
TO INSTALL AN INTERCONNECTED CUSTOMER-OWNED GENERATOR. 
OFF-GRID SYSTEMS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THIS REQUIREMENT. 

 
L. ABANDONMENT:  

 
ANY SMALL WECS THAT REMAINS NON-FUNCTIONAL OR INOPERATIVE 
FOR A PERIOD OF AT LEAST 365 CONTINUOUS DAYS SHALL BE DEEMED 
ABANDONED, AND THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR MAY ORDER THE 
REMOVAL OF THE TURBINE, TOWER AND ANY ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT. 
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3. ADD SECTION 5.3.0(J) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” NR 

DISTRICT.  
4. ADD SECTION 6.3.0(S) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” A1 

DISTRICT. 
5. ADD SECTION 7.3.0(R) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” A2 

DISTRICT. 
6. ADD SECTION 8.3.0(L) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” RA 

DISTRICT. 
7. ADD SECTION 9.3.0(M) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

RB DISTRICT. 
8. ADD SECTION 10.3.0(N) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

RC DISTRICT. 
9. ADD SECTION 11.3.0(N) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

RD DISTRICT. 
10. ADD SECTION 12.3.0(N) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

RE DISTRICT. 
11. ADD SECTION 13.3.0(L) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” O 

DISTRICT.  
12. ADD SECTION 14.3.0(R) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

B1 DISTRICT. 
13. ADD SECTION 15.3.0(S) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

B2 DISTRICT. 
14. ADD SECTION 16.3.0(Q) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

I1 DISTRICT.  
15. ADD SECTION 17.3.0(BB) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 

I2 DISTRICT. 
16. ADD SECTION 18.6.0 (J) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS.” 

 
(1) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:  

 
(A) ALL SLU APPLICATIONS FOR LARGE WECS SHALL INCLUDE A SITE 

PLAN AS REQUIRED BY SECTION 18.2.0 AND PREPARED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 19 SHALL BE PROVIDED AS PART 
OF THE SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION, AND INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
(1) TOPOGRAPHIC CONTOURS AT TWO FOOT INTERVALS; 
(2) LOCATION, ELEVATION AND HEIGHT OF ANY PROPOSED TOWER; 
(3) LOCATION AND DIMENSIONS (INCLUDING HEIGHT) OF ALL 

EXISTING STRUCTURES LOCATED ON THE PROPOSED WECS 
SITE; 

(4) LOCATION AND DESIGN OF ALL ACCESS ROADS INTENDED TO 
BE CONSTRUCTED FOR ACCESS TO THE WECS SITE.  ACCESS 
ROADS FOR WECS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE 
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REQUIREMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP’S PRIVATE ROAD 
ORDINANCE;     

(5) CURRENT LAND USE AND ZONING CLASSIFICATION FOR ALL 
ADJACENT PARCELS; 

(6) LOCATION AND DIMENSIONS (INCLUDING HEIGHT) OF ALL 
EXISTING STRUCTURES LOCATED WITHIN 500 FEET OF ANY 
PROPOSED TOWER LOCATION; 

(7) LOCATION AND HEIGHT OF ANY TREE, POLE, ANTENNAE OR 
OTHER SIMILAR STRUCTURE OVER THIRTY-FIVE (35) FEET IN 
HEIGHT WITHIN 500 FEET OF ANY PROPOSED TOWER 
LOCATION. 

 
(B) THE APPLICANT SHALL SUBMIT AN IMPACT ANALYSIS AS PART OF 

THE SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION, PREPARED BY A 
REGISTERED STRUCTURAL ENGINEER, EVALUATING THE LIKELY 
IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED FACILITY REGARDING:  
(1) ANTICIPATED NOISE AND VIBRATION LEVELS AT ALL 

PROPERTY LINES; 
(2) POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE, INCLUDING NATIVE AND 

MIGRATING BIRDS; 
(3) “SHADOW FLICKER” AND GLARE IMPACTS ON ALL ADJACENT 

PROPERTIES; 
(4) RADIO AND/OR TELEVISION INTERFERENCE; 
(5) AESTHETIC IMPACTS OF THE WECS, ESPECIALLY ON 

ADJACENT PROPERTIES.  
 

(C) DETAILED DRAWINGS OF THE STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS OF 
THE LARGE WECS, INCLUDING STRUCTURES, TOWER, BASE, AND 
FOOTINGS. A REGISTERED STRUCTURAL ENGINEER SHALL 
CERTIFY THE DRAWINGS AND ANY NECESSARY CALCULATIONS 
THAT THE SYSTEM COMPLIES WITH ALL APPLICABLE LOCAL AND 
STATE BUILDING AND ELECTRICAL CODES. 

 
(2)     PRINCIPAL/ACCESSORY USE: 

 
(A) LARGE WECS MAY BE CONSIDERED AS EITHER A PRINCIPAL OR 

ACCESSORY USE. AN EXISTING USE ON THE SAME PARCEL(S) 
SHALL NOT PRECLUDE THE INSTALLATION OF A LARGE WECS. 
 

(3) SITE AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS: 
 

(A) LARGE WECS SHALL MAINTAIN A MINIMUM SETBACK OF A LEAST 
TWO (2) TIMES THE TOWER AND BLADE HEIGHT FROM ANY PUBLIC 
ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OR PROPERTY LINE.  
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(B) LARGE WECS SHALL MAINTAIN A MINIMUM DISTANCE OF AT LEAST 
THE COMBINED TOWER AND BLADE HEIGHT FROM ANY 
HABITABLE STRUCTURE.  
 

(C) LARGE WECS SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED SUCH THAT THE MINIMUM 
HEIGHT OF THE LOWEST POSITION OF THE BLADE IS AT LEAST 
THIRTY (30) FEET ABOVE THE GROUND.  

 
(D) LARGE WECS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE HEIGHT 

RESTRICTIONS IN THE ZONING DISTRICT IN WHICH IT IS LOCATED. 
 

(E) LARGE WECS AND SUPPORTING STRUCTURES SHALL EITHER 
MAINTAIN A GALVANIZED STEEL FINISH, OR SUBJECT TO ANY 
APPLICABLE STANDARDS OF THE FAA, BE PAINTED AND MAINTAIN 
A NEUTRAL COLOR INTENDED TO REDUCE VISUAL 
OBTRUSIVENESS TO THE GREATEST EXTENT FEASIBLE.  
 

(F) LARGE WECS SHALL MEET THE STANDARDS OF THE FEDERAL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION, THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION AND ANY OTHER AGENCY OF THE STATE OF 
MICHIGAN OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WITH AUTHORITY TO 
REGULATE TOWERS AND TALL STRUCTURES. THE APPLICANT 
SHALL SUBMIT STATEMENTS, PERMITS AND/OR LICENSES FROM 
THE APPLICABLE AGENCIES ATTESTING TO COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE APPLICABLE STANDARDS PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A 
CERTIFICATE OF ZONING COMPLIANCE BY THE ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR. 
 

(G) THE TOWERS AND OTHER STRUCTURES ASSOCIATED WITH A 
LARGE WECS SHALL NOT BE ARTIFICIALLY LIGHTED BY ANY 
MEANS OR IN ANY FASHION UNLESS REQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION.   
 

(H) NO ADVERTISING OR IDENTIFICATION MAY BE DISPLAYED ON ANY 
TOWER, STRUCTURE, OR OTHER COMPONENT OF A LARGE WECS 
EXCEPT FOR SAFETY/EMERGENCY PURPOSES AS REQUIRED BY 
THIS ORDINANCE.   

 
(4) SAFETY MEASURES: 

 
(A) THE LARGE WECS SHALL BE DESIGNED AND CERTIFIED BY A 

REGISTERED ENGINEER TO WITHSTAND WIND LOADING AND 
OTHER CONDITIONS EXPERIENCED IN SEVERE WEATHER, AS 
REQUIRED BY THE MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE.  
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(B) A REGISTERED ENGINEER SHALL CERTIFY THAT THE LARGE 
WECS IS EQUIPPED WITH BOTH MANUAL AND AUTOMATIC 
CONTROLS TO LIMIT THE ROTATIONAL SPEED OF THE ROTOR 
BLADE SO IT DOES NOT EXCEED THE DESIGN LIMITS OF THE 
ROTOR. 

 
(C) ALL COMPONENTS OF A LARGE WECS SHALL BE PROPERLY 

GROUNDED TO SAFELY SUSTAIN NATURAL LIGHTNING STRIKES IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE AND 
MICHIGAN ELECTRICAL CODE. 

 
 (D) A REGISTERED ENGINEER SHALL CERTIFY THAT THE LARGE 

WECS IS DESIGNED AND CONSTRUCTED TO NOT CAUSE RADIO 
AND/OR TELEVISION INTERFERENCE.  

 
(E) ALL LARGE WECS FACILITIES SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH ANTI-

CLIMBING DEVICES AND FEATURES. NO TOWER CLIMBING 
APPARATUS SHALL BE PERMITTED TO BE LOCATED WITHIN 
TWELVE (12) FEET OF THE GROUND. 

 
(F) THE BASE OF ALL LARGE WECS FACILITIES, INCLUDING TOWERS, 

WIRE CABLE SUPPORTS, AND ACCESSORY BUILDINGS SHALL BE 
ENCLOSED BY A LOCKED PROTECTIVE CHAIN LINK FENCE A 
MINIMUM SIX (6) FEET IN HEIGHT. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
MAY SPECIFY ADDITIONAL FENCING REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO 
THE HEIGHT AND TYPE OF FENCING AS DEEMED NECESSARY. 

 
(G)  ALL LARGE WECS STRUCTURES SHALL BE POSTED WITH AT 

LEAST ONE (1) SAFETY/WARNING SIGN. THE ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR SHALL DETERMINE THE LOCATION AND 
PLACEMENT OF THE SIGNS.  EACH SIGN SHALL NOT EXCEED TWO 
(2) SQUARE FEET IN SIZE, AND SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION:  
1. “WARNING: HIGH VOLTAGE.”  
2. MANUFACTURER’S NAME.  
3. OPERATOR’S NAME.  
4. EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER.  

 5.  EMERGENCY SHUTDOWN PROCEDURES.  
             

(5) ABANDONMENT: 
 

(1) ANY TIME A WECS REMAINS NON-FUNCTIONAL OR INOPERATIVE 
FOR A PERIOD OF AT LEAST 365 CONTINUOUS DAYS, THE OWNER 
SHALL NOTIFY THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR AND SUPPLY HIM/HER 
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WITH A WRITTEN PLAN FOR THE FUTURE USAGE AND FUTURE 
MAINTENANCE OF THE WECS. 

 
(2) UPON FAILURE OF THE OWNER TO SUPPLY THE ZONING 

ADMINISTRATOR WITH AN ACCEPTABLE PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 
MAINTENANCE AND/OR FUTURE USE OF THE WECS, THE ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR SHALL DETERMINE THE WECS TO BE A PUBLIC 
NUISANCE AND REQUIRE THE DEMOLITION/REMOVAL OF THE WECS 
ALONG WITH RESTORATION OF THE GROUNDS TO THE CONDITION 
WHICH EXISTED PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WECS. 

 
(3) IF DEEMED A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND A SAFETY HAZARD, THE WECS 

SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE DANGEROUS BUILDINGS ORDINANCE. 
DEMOLITION, REMOVAL AND RESTORATION OF THE PROPERTY TO 
THE CONDITION THAT EXISTED PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE WECS MAY THEN PROCEED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
DANGEROUS BUILDING ORDINANCE. 

 
(4) IF, AFTER NOTIFICATION OF THE TOWNSHIP’S INTENT TO DEMOLISH 

OR REMOVE AND RESTORE THE WECS PURSUANT TO THE 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS ORDINANCE, THE WECS HAS NOT BEEN 
REMOVED WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE APPLICABLE DEADLINE, AND 
AFTER AT LEAST 30 DAYS WRITTEN NOTICE, THE TOWNSHIP MAY 
REMOVE OR SECURE THE REMOVAL OF THE WECS WITH THE 
ACTUAL COSTS AND REASONABLE ADMINISTRATION CHARGES TO 
BE BILLED DIRECTLY TO THE PROPERTY OWNER AND/OR USER OF 
THE WECS.  THE PROPERTY OWNER OR WECS USER SHALL BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR DEMOLITION, REMOVAL, AND RESTORING THE 
CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY TO THAT WHICH EXISTED PRIOR TO 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LARGE WECS, AS WELL AS ANY COSTS 
AND ATTORNEY FEES INCURRED BY THE TOWNSHIP IN SECURING 
THE REMOVAL.  

 
(5) NOTWITHSTANDING THE REQUIREMENT OF AN ACCEPTABLE 

WRITTEN PLAN FOR FUTURE USE AND MAINTENANCE, IF AT ANY TIME 
THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR DETERMINES THAT THE WECS OR ITS 
FACILITIES OR GROUNDS HAVE BECOME A PUBLIC NUISANCE OR A 
SAFETY HAZARD, THE WECS AND/OR ITS GROUNDS SHALL BE 
SUBJECT TO THE TOWNSHIP’S DANGEROUS BUILDING ORDINANCE. 
 

17. ADD SECTION 18.7.0 (S) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” A1 
DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
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18. ADD SECTION 18.8.0 (R) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” A2 

DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

19. ADD SECTION 18.9.0 (L) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
RA DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

20. ADD SECTION 18.10.0 (M) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
RB DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

21. ADD SECTION 18.11.0 (N) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
RC DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

22. ADD SECTION 18.12.0 (N) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
RD DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

23. ADD SECTION 18.13.0 (N) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
RE DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

24. ADD SECTION 18.14.0 (L) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” O 
DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

25. ADD SECTION 18.15.0 (R) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
B1 DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 

26. ADD SECTION 18.16.0 (S) “LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS” 
B2 DISTRICT. 
 
SAME REQUIREMENTS AS SECTION 18.6.0(J). 
 


